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Abstract

Comparative cultural studies is one of the more recent ,broad ,and notable branches
of comparative literature .One of the areas examined in this broad field is media and
the analysis of its diverse forms in their historical ,economic ,cultural ,and political
contexts .Media and culture studies utilize a wide range of cultural theories among
which the functions of audiovisual media and related topics within a diverse and
global cultural environment is of central importance.

As a powerful tool in today‘s world ,the media can manipulate signs and change
values ,influencing the beliefs and perceptions of its audience ,who might act as a
subject deprived of his/her individuality .This study examines the role of the media
and their function in creating individualized and collective illusions ,reconstructing
and presenting an illusory world with a focus on the film The Truman Show and
through an interdisciplinary and comparative cultural lens. The creators of The
Truman Show strive to create the illusion of life in a real world for Truman, the
main character, using all the resources made available by the modern technology. In
addition to exploring the power of the media in constructing a counterfeit world and
the creators’ implementing psychological operations to enhance the illusion of life in
the real world, the writer examines strategies deployed by the creators of the show for
maintaining the credibility and control of this illusion in Truman’s mind. The paper
also investigates the impact of the power of the media on the audience by analyzing
the accounts offered by the viewers of the show on how their behavior was being
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mechanized. Finally, the writer demonstrates how The Truman Show challenges not
only the display of the media power in controlling the minds of the public, but also
their influence and performance.

Keywords :comparative cultural studies ,media ,illusion ,psychological operations,
the Truman Show
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