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Abstract

Paying attention to the calligraphic inscriptions in Persian paintings, which mainly include Quranic verses and
admonitions derived from them, is an integral part of Iranian-Islamic painting and, in addition to the beauty of
the work, has educational and training aspects for the audience. Despite their importance, no specific research has
been conducted on Quranic inscriptions in miniature art so far. This study aims to explore the implicit connec-
tions between the narrative depicted in the painting “Majnun Taking Refuge in the Kaaba” and the content of the
Quranic verses and phrases included within it. The artwork was selected intentionally for this exploration. The
central question guiding this research is to understand why the artist refrained from directly transcribing Quranic
verses and instead opted for phrases inspired by them. The findings of this study indicate that the artist selec-
tively incorporated verses with deliberate intentions. At times, the verses were adapted into phrases to address
God directly, thereby emphasizing His presence in every moment of life. In other cases, the omission of temporal
references from a verse allowed for the portrayal of timelessness, extending the reflective nature of these expres-
sions across all periods. The consistent use of third-person references within the inscriptions further suggests that
the artist sought to highlight the perspective of an omnipresent observer (God), aware of all events. The present
research is qualitative in nature and uses a descriptive-analytical and interpretive method, and has benefited from
library resources (real and virtual).
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