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Highlights:

By integrating the theories of Relph and Tuan with field data, this study presents an applied model that
defines three simultaneous conditions for effective mural design:
= Cultural compatibility: Reflecting local narratives (e.g., fishing, rice cultivation, women rice farmers).
= Environmental compatibility: Using durable materials resistant to moisture and sunlight, locating

murals in high-traffic areas.

= Audience-centered compatibility: Legible design based on surveys, using portraits of prominent

figures in Gilan.

= This framework translates qualitative criteria into implementation guidelines for municipalities.

ARTICLE INFO EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction: Rasht, the capital of Gilan province, with its rich cultural and
UPK, 2025 natural heritage, has the potential to become a leading model of human-
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centered urban landscape. Murals, as dynamic elements of urban furniture, can
act as catalysts in strengthening place identity by creating a bridge between
collective memory and contemporary space. The main issue of this research is
to identify strategies to optimize these capacities based on the theoretical
frameworks of Relph and Tuan, focusing on three pillars of strengthening place
identity, deepening sense of attachment, and achieving authenticity.

Objective: The aim of this research is to evaluate the impact of murals on the
process of urban furniture design and improving the quality of the urban
landscape of Rasht, within the framework of Relph (1976) and Tuan (1977), by
analyzing three main dimensions: identity and sense of attachment, visual
integrity, and the providing design strategies rooted in local culture and
environmental conditions.

Methodology: This research was conducted with a descriptive-analytical and
mixed-methods approach (library and field study). A total of 283 four-choice
questionnaires were distributed among 64 citizens across six socio-
demographic groups. The data were analyzed based on the indicators of
cultural harmony, environmental compatibility, identity functions, media roles,
aesthetic values, and interaction with the audience and the environment.
Findings & Conclusion: Murals that are in line with local culture (e.g.,
paintings of women rice farmers and Mirza Kuchak Khan) enhanced the sense
of place and authenticity, while abstract works were assessed by 82% of
respondents as works that were detached from the historical-cultural context.
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Murals can only play a strategic role in urban furniture design and landscape enhancement if they reflect the local
biome, adapt to environmental conditions, and respond to audience preferences. The main recommendation is that

murals become “social interaction hubs” through participatory management guidelines.

Analytical Table of Urban Murals in Rasht Based on Relph and Tuan

Mural Indicator

Audience
Reception

Priority of
Impact

Theoretical Explanation

Brief Analysis

Alignment with Cultural
and Social Environment

High

First

Relph: Sense of Place and
Authenticity / Tuan: Cultural-Social
Interaction

Reflects local customs; strengthens

sense of attachment and place
identity.

Communicative and
Media Function

Medium-High

Second

Tuan: Tool for Communication and
Social Interaction

Enables dialogue between artist,
audience, and environment;
conveys cultural and social
messages.

Artistic and Aesthetic
Function

Medium

Third

Relph: Lived Experience of Place /
Tuan: Enhancement of Landscape

Increases visual appeal and
beautifies the environment; lower
priority compared to cultural and

communicative aspects.

Alignment with
Environmental and
Climatic Conditions

Low

Relph: Place Authenticity / Tuan:
Adaptation to Local Context

Insufficient attention to climatic
and geographic features; limits
authentic place experience.

Color Harmony with
Environment

Low

Relph: Visual Harmony / Tuan:
Visual Literacy and Education

Weak color coordination; requires
examples and education to achieve
visual coherence.

Identity of urban space

Low

Relph: Strengthening Sense of Place
/ Tuan: Collective Identity and Social
Belonging

Less considered; high potential to
create shared identity and social
cohesion.
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