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Abstract

Introduction: The term site-specific art emerged in the late 1960s as a reaction
to the growing commercialization of art and the prevailing ideals of autonomy and
universality. During the 1970s and 1980s, the creators of this branch of art emphasized
the inseparability of the work and its context through its intersection with earth art,
process art, performance art, conceptual art, installation art, community-based arts,
and public art. However, in recent years, the assumption of the work's irreproducibility
and irreplaceability, embodied in Richard Serra’s famous saying, To remove the
work is to destroy the work, has been challenged by new location-based models and
changes in institutional and market forces. These works are generally designed on a
large scale, specifically in relation to the intended space. The concept of this type of
project is the result of circulation between art and the environment, and in the case of
moving from the desired space, may result in losing or changing the concept of work.
In fact, the focus of this part of contemporary art is the manner of communication of
the work of art with the space containing the work. Site-specific art artists provide an
audience-based artistic platform by combining form, sunlight, and the environmental
elements surrounding the artwork. Site-specific projects, focusing on how an artwork
interacts with the surrounding space and the effects that space has on the viewer’s
mind, respond to the contemporary human need to connect with the concept of art. The
characteristic of spatial dependency, one of the most important features of site-specific
projects, is clearly observable in some of the works presented in the 10th Persbook (the
Dastkar project). The annual persbook projects in different cities of Iran, focusing on
diverse cultural issues by presenting site-specific projects, aim to reduce the distance
between the concept of the work, the manner of formation and presentation, and the
role of the artist in relation to the geography and cultural background of the place of
performance. The works presented in the Dastkar project, installed in the space of one
of the masterpieces of traditional architecture of Kashan, create a distinctive setting
for interaction and the creation of works in the context of «site-specific art», with a
focus on the relationship between artistic concepts, culture, climate, and architectural
structure.
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Purposes & Questions: This study aims to rethink Iranian artistic traditions, with an
emphasis on the identity of traditional architectural structures and the regional climate
conditions. In line with the research objective, which focuses on the structure of space/
place and the establishment of a relationship between the installed work and the viewer/
observer within the 10th Persbook Annual Event, the main research questions are
posed as follows: 1. What are the phenomenological characteristics of «site-specific»
installations presented in the 10th Persbook? 2. Based on Christian Norberg-Schultz’'s
theory, how does space/place manifest in the site-specific installations presented in the
10th Persbook?

Methods: The present research has been carried out in a qualitative manner using a
descriptive-analytical approach, focusing on site-specific installations in the project
titled Dastkar, relying on the theory of Christian Norberg-Schulz. Data were collected
through library research, visual materials available on the annual event’s website, and
interviews conducted in the field with the curator of the 10th Persbook for the Dastkar
project, and some artists participating in the project were collected in accordance with
the research objectives and questions. The method of analyzing the works presented in
this event was conducted qualitatively.

Findings & Results: The research findings indicate that not all the installations in
the 10th Persbook embody the characteristics of site-specific projects as defined in
contemporary art history. Among the 20 works presented in the Dastkar project, only
eight installations, developed as part of a collaborative process in various spaces of the
House of Sahib, as well as the projects Tragedy and My Homeland, Ghamsar installation,
encompass all the phenomenological characteristics of a sense of place according to
Norberg-Schultz’s theory. They include all the elements derived from the sense of
place and identity of the site, and the artists successfully establish a comprehensive
connection between the sense of space/place where the work is presented, the viewer/
observer, and the site-specific works. In addition, the other installed projects lack the
characteristics and elements identified in this research.

Keywords: Site-specific art, contemporary art, Manouchehri house, Sheb house,
Persbook, Christian Norberg Schulz’s theory.
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Figure 1. Right Image: View of the Manouchehri House; Left Image: View of the Saheb House
(Persbook Annual Event, 2020)
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Table 1. Introduction to Periods 1-12 of the Persbook Annual Event
(2010-2023) (Nejat & Taheri, 2023, p. 168)
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Diagram 3. Based on the Conceptual Model of Place
Formation Sense Proposed by
(Raymond et al., 2010, as cited in Shah Cheraghi &
Bondarabad, 2020)
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Table 2. Objectives of the Dastkar Project, 10th Pershook (2020),

Curated by Neda Darzi (Pershook Annual Event, 2020)
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Figure 1. Right Image: View of the Manouchehri House; Left Image: View of the Saheb House
(Persbook Annual Event, 2020)
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Table 3. Overview of the Saheb and Manouchehri Houses and Images of Site Specific Artworks from the Dastkar Project, 10th Pers-
book, Based on the Architectural Structure of the Saheb House (Persbook Annual Event, 2020)

S dalind aabold aesl i 5340 OS5 gy wadige Yo Use A gl 93
P w9 /olgie ogn (S il 9> @3l /ouilejly G
oags ik nele /ol psbe Saal an ool sSas
(et ails) (SYS gua I SEL o, puaie Honlus Olsass pledl st dads /55818
e/ ol sie s SSLots/ olsie o e [Tousacsy | N/ ol gon | ALYE /ol sl e se e
295k | yise ©$alie ous 4 S g il 48 (Sod aisy Olisena (5
oS ol s o i /olsie g0 Grali /ol sie oo i g9 9 sranli / olgie G
e/ ol gie 90 4o Sa/ olsie o e
e Sey G sidiss 9
. Acl 1/ 5 . .
5 s e sl e pRES PSS s il S
488 5 el Al
o . sl ) S leds 5 dalialis 3l dad K 51 uyaie daws
o . . o = [l S 53 .
Gl 5 eSe ogn/ Stlael £ Jiw/ 53315 o AVY-AY sgie ipe | /.6 ABA-ASE 2 se o Ssm dana
i e

ndiasacle /e

eokss

a2k oo b ols

slaglonsn nliad culid Jagaydilas
s S gy ¥l Jaa g ssaalSe
Oy SELRS 5 e ¢ (LSa)
@ilse /YVo-Yol/ suled Kiuye

Cral (1031 5 (TAPESHTY) (s siunsls N
g aolas puls Ho Aads Julae
o ol cnaala 5 (Susiel Juls
28l o pseie SSua wla
Al s ol 4wl e
slags O e &€ el @3l s
Loy aSHaSS O, gundy sudioanls
Ol (laasy b g site slayls
b daiine 5 Wediee S5

g oo alanl o lERe g Hlanas
2. Penthouse



ajiado.l&uu.a_é
Jals o8l om0 ails

Y#4
VE-F e Vs Lok

Y Jgas dalal

(083 (Al S se (1ol aS a5 (slind/ K S
Lol casland jSUS gy a3 Gy Sl el aasls 5 pelaia)
Lo S35 5048 ssboles QBT 31 (o 5 LS olee ol 5o
(Sl sadi s (GaaaplSer b 0325 oS Sl S
L aiohas 5ol e OlSer 31 S5 sla S5 NWE
Ollsa apan (S S a0 IG5 Sl pladils
5 9ad (sl 0ls aal g Cowa 3 (ISG ) 09a 0 ggde
i U 50 S ide 0550 S llE o siatl ) ool
laduanla s Sk oy 9 S il Blaal by s siuls
dee 33se sliun oalo il (S pus sou o o slite
wiloa sl ) g1 g ds By 3 93 958 wisleds ST oyl . sleu S
sl icatd saan by Sy b sMuan il LalS oS
23835 5598 pilea bl (ole) LIS (s oga S AL
Lol oo slaglosan (sls euddis S 515 5o slaliad
b slawi g b culgi o 5 e bl 5 Lassbls
00,550 5 el (S puds Ly elaial
Lo03553 5 S80S (531 63553 «Bise S (090
slodanls oolad &S il (ol dlay o saidil )
a0y 4S5 5y 0 93e 5 sulasla usn Hal) OlSe e
S8 (Baee a Bl ) Lind/ S e 9o Ly diusl g3
SO s 1) Seplas/ Glalae diuil sl i udy
walis b wieyie oS Ses iS5l 3 gliad
cselainl g sladuian i (18 K IS 5ol 9 Lind 3480
Olodaz 94315 a s Sl (gl sad ds (saiapry )5 5 (a5
sugs (ol dilay cuyga 3 a5l ol sS4 eu S
s gl 5 olaia b By 31 a5 5,8 slasaT
4 ool (JSa Sou sudodls ol Jaw slapas b
o O oo ol Jhw 5 (Blaa sl s dadiy
j'u_i..';)b_s&su:gbgﬂaJLEJ/chLLa ._Ul_su_LUL"
Ll Gasb 5l g 038 e un Lins/ (IS0 oy 50 g 85kl
8433 5l 53 3la3 e 5530 3 5 S by (plins 5 s

-39 g

S glasses ol jea 4 Gl 1) ae 5 (golers
slind o Lo oS WS e alal 1 s alayl dLins
QJJQB K] S‘JJ‘ zGJ..\A )3‘ ;GJUA..:/;T,\.]QLLA ‘L’Sg}_;_'q
5 selainl (a5 sladalse conddsl ) 31 31 blae
i o Lyl 51 ity ) s s 1S S 3
S g0 OlSEway 8355 o saddil,l LBTL bls ) o
Sale aylas L aS il g Dbl Guluwl ey
olelid b gulal 5y 5 coal (Bisyslse 5 SAL
Ol s et o wlid sy el sladiasls

.ﬁ|¢'ﬁ)§)|)§$m)ﬁa)&n(()|&1m_s»aj3):3
Lo OSawsy e300 i oplal Soi < Hsbilen
SIS b elaial 5 pands (25 G sa Ly 3,03
Al e 3l i 4S- (ale alay AL
dlnqya?lﬁ‘)ﬁaaﬂﬂi&la‘u)q\u;&&h@\b
[Lad cugn ol labiae (bls,l slagl o 5o —cuul
i 53 S, 9 saiepa B Sl 050 o) Ol
Sbas ok i) GLaIS Glas o (Sia )3 0 9o g &g )
o L,uu‘ ((Jﬁ_s_ao‘s.n)) JGT;GJLEJ/%,\.]QLLAj (dLLu\s
slind 5o Se,a3/ Gblae (5508 5158 g dgal 9o sy
2555 elaial g Gy 43 S Sl s lo als
Guob 5 s @ s € lassbls 5 el s slas )
u.uLu.\A‘ ‘4\9':"6“ 54353 sl z\s‘ L}ml‘,_s W JQL_:3J|
SIS 839 LETA1) GlSe/ Lind s i lals 3las
G wsn a3 o (oepsie Als degens) (ol
4 apaa 530 U8 Huaie 530 4Tl oL 5l 53 Jlss
Crlagun (s 5uelan Jlio ds el 43S Siuled ds e
S g2 gl sualas juac 920 Glae sul,0ea 6
(SLhéjjJ:\ gTA-“:Q BL) ((‘)ls:u.ud)) 63\9‘)::5‘).) 6-\-544:!“)‘ JS‘ Y. SR
SBT3 ol Gun o Ll gl s 631031 B (G saeylSo
LS L 5l sadadsl,) BT el 433 ,SUSE o addsl )



o bl 5 olSe pus alwlisluy glaanals
O sl cal dala i ls 3E5 a8 (g 5 (530 ST L
Lo BT lsieds 5 aiiews G gantySon L3I Sy (gl
o e 3 Gl ed 4 L gallas Wil g3 o yin
OBT alan 3l canaly 138,80 Ko/ wblas S olSe
.((C.\.:;JL_\:\A';)) 9 Ly ‘«US/..Q.'\S 9‘35” ‘«QUJJ CJJa.u.‘»
oo Sl 33 31 (sulas o)) gieds (cdlasel Sy i) as SI
i Sye o ol Galasl gl ¥ sane - auile
Gl Blgiee —agse LS 4 Sulgls slaslSal )i L
S olay) elaial 5 a5 sui s Se s/ Gblas
sliad 5 (als dls) K Ka /lad 4 cpuns L
@ Lol 3las us (vl sud laas 31l HuaS(301)
S s US dagaa 5953 olae labias Jelas b olSs
$8L 50 aaabs Hhaie 5l 1305 90 (5538 53l ol 53 953
(SLQLI.AAJJ 4:\“)“9;..:443 C&J{Gj@u‘ JJ&T\A& usj}e\g
LS‘J%‘J‘J?L;wL‘“:"ﬁL;JUMJl:’&kﬁ‘J\)‘J'JLS\)i:‘J
a5l ke b waay e 31 Seplas /dalas
Ol un sladi o Lol s (ol .o s Las s

S 15853 S50 byl plse

S soaSe g0 b e sia 303 (el (e (e 3 59
5 b ((S30,8 2y sa ) (guled aS- sadaisly sla S
S0l Se s/ Clalas —uiiwa yaed 4 elaial
D 5 53 Al 5 4S WIS pa g a0 s sl slas bl
&5 olamil aS o) sie Sl b wic i 0 la glals
- st Blaposa oo 2 Sl pleass 5 Sose
09 L (ase s pelaial (2,18 dndny 5l s a s
S o =il OLEIS () 92 (55058 9 Siis (slapalsl
[ ololas 4y & g a5 il a9 oS00 4 3la3 Gus
Eubild Wl G eneySeon J31 ol o g Jatie Ko Uas
L Lol sl anils | (5800 slaling 5o plodsa e
oo euddil ) plessa 31 (s lia b gladasli 4y da 5
bl alad el Clalaie (553 S0 wpas Lias/ (lS
aSaalsaialagl oliae (Sl g slinscnsa b olSedy
(S oliie oo sgda 5 o il g ol 5 Se a3/ Llalas
524 IS oo B ged apaa (IS Gus g an g b bLS ) Ha
BT (sl (S35 a3 4 oS o 0l S5 4
Oaoidny Wil g3 g Wi e Lo 1y saeySen
Glay lins/olSa 5 Ko,/ Clalas b 1, b,
Gollae (iS85 S cn 9o 5 pua Hhaie Sl o lis
(O 83 93 5o sadtlessa LSBTl juF Jsua b

29 oS HBT 5 3306 it jlansy &5 0 el (Shag 995 oadie gladasli 30 5 olSe us o b1 ¥ Jsus
pd S s sy GlSTws 8353 Ha saidily)
Table 4. Relationship Between the Sense of Place and the Attributes Derived from the Two Key
Concepts in Norberg Schulz’s Phenomenological Theory and the Site Specific Works Presented
in the Dastkar Project, 10th Persbook
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