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Abstract

Introduction: Animal designs on metal objects from the 5th to the 7th century A.H. are
among the most beautiful and meaningful designs of the post-Islamic era in Iran. Animal
motifs indicated cosmic elements that expressed complex concepts of astronomy and
astrology in the form of designs, reliefs, prayer inscriptions, etc. Belief in supernatural
powersand seeking help from these forces or conquering them existed since ancient
times, and human beings were always looking for a way to ensure success in life and
favorable horoscopes by attracting these forces. Attributing natural manifestations
to animal traits and using animal characteristics such as physical strength, escape
strategies, habitat, body anatomy, and apparent characteristics played a major role in
the formation of animal symbolism. In ancient times, these symbols were used for
manifestations such as the moon, the sun, certain planets and various constellations,
and mostly to show the change of seasons and the passage of day and night. With the
advent of Islam in Iran, as well as the advancement of astronomy and the illustration
of astronomical books, some symbols acquired additional or altered meanings and
more symbols were added to them. With the introduction of Kufi and Naskh script
in the decoration of objects, creativity and artistic genius were revitalized. The use of
human and animal heads in writings containing prayers and wishes for prosperity and
blessings for the owners of the objects was very popular. The use of animal and human
motifs in the letters of the inscriptions and the use of these motifs between the letters
of the inscription, in addition to the beauty of the line and pattern, transformed the
writing into visually enigmatic forms. The method sometimes made it difficult to read
the text. Although the symbols sometimes conveyed threats such as solar and lunar
eclipses and evil but bringing clear symbols and texts containing prayers for prosperity,
they promise the victory of good forces over evil and happiness. The widespread use
of animal motifs in the fifth to seventh centuries A.H. as well as the creativity and skill
in its implementation, justify the study of the original and subsequent meanings of
these symbols. Through such an approach, in addition to understanding the concepts
of symbolic motifs, one may also understand the constructive idea. The necessity
and significance of the research lie in the fact that, although previous studies have
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examined to investigate astronomical and astrological concepts of animal symbols
on the objects from this period, these studies have mostly focused on specific objects
with specific symbols, often interpreting them in similar ways. Different aspects have
been investigated in these key objects, while the fundamental symbolic concepts have
remained underexplored.

Purposes & Questions: The purpose of this research is to examine the concepts of
animal motifs on metal objects of the 5th to 7th centuries of A.H. and to deal with
the primary meanings of these symbols, as well as summarizing and integrating
concepts and examining motifs across a wide range of works, not limited to well-
known examples. Accordingly, the research addresses the following questions 1. Are
the animal motifs inthe metalwork objects of the 5th to the 7th centuries A.H. merely
a creative continuation of earlier motifs? 2. Or do these motifs reflect the beliefs and
mythological concepts of the people of that era?

Methods: This research is descriptive-analytical and is based on the review and
collection of previous studies through library sources, using data from major museums
and observations through museum visits and the use of archives from domestic and
international museums and analyzing information based on image analysis. In this
research, four samples from the National Museum of Iran -Islamic Period-, five samples
from images published in authentic books and seventeen samples from the images
available in museums worldwide have been used.

Findings & Results: Animal symbols on the objects studied in this research indicate
that the purpose of depicting animals on these objects is not only to create visual beauty
and fill the surfaces but also to convey the traditional and ritual meanings inherited
from the past along with the symbolic concepts of mythology and astrology. Belief in
the ability to align otherworldly forces in various works expresses hopes for health,
status and blessings for their owner in this world and the hereafter. Especially the food
containers, such as teapots, from which drinking water was believed to bring health and
happiness; a belief that persists even now. The motifs examined in this article include
rabbits, goats, lions, deer, and crabs, which in many cases are depicted individually,
arranged sequentially or facing one another, as part of vegetal ornamentation or
inscriptions. Two patterns, the hunting dog and the cow, are briefly examined in relation
to the above topics. It is worth mentioning that birds and mythical creatures are not the
subject of this research.

Keywords: Animal motifs, Astrological symbols, Constellations, Animal iconography,
Iranian metal art, Islamic period decorative arts, Metalwork (5th—7th Centuries A.H.),
Mythological concepts.
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Figure 1. Tray, Outer Diameter 15.6 cm, Khorasan, Second Half of the 6th Century AH (12th Century CE), Rawza
Museum (Laviola, 2020, p. 83)
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(Muhammad ibn Sunqur, 1281-1282 CE)

Figure 4. Brass Pen-box, 19.7 cm in Length, 13th

Century AH, Made by Muhammad ibn Sanqar, British
Museum, No. 23.56, 01891

(Muhammad ibn Sunqur, 1281-1282 CE)
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Figure 3. Bronze Tray, Length 30 cm, 6th Century AH
(12th Century CE), Eastern Iran, National Museum
of Iran — Art of Islamic Period, Accession No. 22271
(Bronze Tray, (12 century CE)
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Figure 5. Brass Inkwell, Height 13.5 cm, Diameter 10.5
cm, 6th Century AH, Herat, Museum of Islamic Art,
Qatar (Unknown, 1200-1225)
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Figure 6. Brass Ewer, Height 40 cm, 6th Century AH (ca. 1180-1210), Eastern Iran, Metropolitan Museum of Art,
Accession No. 44.15 (Ewer, ca. 1180-1210)
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Figure 8. Bronze Mirror, Diameter 13.9 cm, 6th Century AH (12th Century CE), British Museum, Museum No.
1866,1229.75 (Mirror, 12th century)
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Figure 9. Brass Ewer, Height 40 cm, 6th—7th Century AH (ca. 1180-1210 CE), Eastern Iran, Metropolitan Museum
of Art, Museum No. 44.15 (Ewer, ca. 1180-1210)
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Figure 10. Brass Vase, Height 15 cm, Early 7th Century
AH (ca. 1200 CE), British Museum, Museum No.
1885,0711.1.a (Vase, ca. 1200)

G pads 0908 @38 ledl jo o dalodnds ¥-¥

S pids
Ologa 3 caadiyoa ol ol sieds cawl by Huds dpladads
altae cya STl 0 9 Ll 589, Gy o liwly
aadisen 5 805 ole g ks aled oIS aSayl Juls 4 sl
Ol paye SIS 50 Gy sud oo Al ole 5 0L cpadis
4 AS sadi g Hsuale 630 Sl gas O guoads dadi >

2 s sle dle BB

ot pida U andy 0958 )50

b el G5 /YT 8/
ol 3lin ol -



0 S5 ole dolidat
Jal o8l om0 ails

\RI~)
V¥ G VF o Lok

Sl y Soaw e (5510 de gane 3.6 adind b paty suw e il VW 5k Lo ,85 ala L W 4 guns
(YO .o AY .z AYAV/NAYA o0 ST 5 Csa)
(YAAA .o F .z AYAV/NAYA o0 ST 5 Csa) o Caas S
Figure 11. Silver Bowl, Diameter 13 cm, 5th—-6th Century AH, Herari Collection; Right image:
(Pope & Ackerman, 1938/2008, \Vol. 13, p. 1351);
Left image: (Pope & Ackerman, 1938/2008, \ol. 6, p. 2898)
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Jug (Mashraba) (with Human-Headed Inscription and Zodiac Signs, Late 12th—early 13th century)
Figure 12. Copper Jug (Mashraba), Height 14 cm, Late 6th Century AH — Early 7th Century AH (Late 12th—early 13th
Century CE), Brooklyn Museum, Museum No. 86.227.123 (Jug (Mashraba) with Human-Headed Inscription and Zodiac
Signs, Late 12th—early 13th century)
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Figure 14. Copper Bowl, Diameter 26.6 cm,

6th Century AH (12th Century CE), National Museum

of Iran — Islamic Period. Museum Accession number:
1803/4803 (National Museum of Iran, Art Islamic Period,

12" century CE, Cited as in Lakpour, 1996, pp. 74-75)
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Figure 13. Brass Box, Diameter 23.5 cm, 6th-7th
Century AH (12th—13th Century CE), British Museum,
Museum No. 1967,0724.1 (Box, 12th-13th century)
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Figure 15. Brass Candlestick, Height 19.55 cm, First
Half of the 7th Century AH (1200-1250 CE), Victoria
and Albert Museum, Museum No. 775-1892
(Unknown, 1200-1250)
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Figure 16. Pen Case, Length 21.5 cm, Early 7th Century AH (13th Century CE), Herat-Khurasan
(Melikian-Chirvani, 1982, p. 70, fig. 40)
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(Ewer with Lamp-shaped Spout, Late 12th century)
Figure 18. Ewer, Height 18.4 cm, 6th Century AH
(late 12th Century CE), Khorasan, Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Museum No. 33.96
(Ewer with Lamp-Shaped Spout, Late 12th century)
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Figure 17. Brass Pen-Box, Length 31.4 cm, Made for
Majd al-Mulk Al-i Muzaffar, Early 7th Century AH
(1210-1211 CE) , Freer Gallery of Art, Museum No.
F1936.7 (Shazi, 1210-1211)
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Figure 19. Bronze Spouted Ablution Jug, Height 22 cm, Khorasan Style, 5th Century AH (11th Century CE),
National Museum of Iran— Islamic Period, Accession No. 3459 (Bronze Spouted Ablution Jug, 11" century CE)
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(Ewer, ca. 1180-1200)
Figure 20. Brass Ewer, Height 40 cm, Herat, 6th-7th Century AH (ca. 1180-1200 CE),
The British Museum, Museum No. 1848,0805.2 (Ewer, ca. 1180-1200)
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(Inkwell with Twelve Zodiac Medallions,
Late 12th—early 13th century)

Figure 22. Inkwell, Height 6 cm, Iran, 6th-7th Century
AH (Late 12th-Early 13th Century CE), Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Museum No. 44.131 (Inkwell with
Twelve Zodiac Medallions, Late 12th—early 13th century)
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(Bucket with Roundels and Signs of the Zodiac, 12th century)
Figure 21. Brass Bucket, Height 31 cm (including
handle), Khorasan, 6th Century AH (12th Century CE),
The Walters Art Museum, Museum No. 54.523
(Bucket with Roundels and Signs of the Zodiac, 12"
century)
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Figure 24. Fragmentary Bronze Ewer, Height 22 cm,
6th—7th Century AH (12th-13th Century CE), Shoulder
View, Buzinjird (Buzinjerd), Hamadan, National
Museum of Iran, Islamic Period, Museum No. 3530
(Pope & Ackerman, 1938/2008, vol. 13, p. 1314)
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(Ewer Base with Zodiac Medallions, First half 13th century)
Figure 23. Ewer Base with Zodiac Medallions, Height
22.2 cm, First Half of the 7th Century AH (First Half
of the 13th Century CE), Metropolitan Museum of
Art, Museum No. 91.1.530 (Ewer Base with Zodiac
Medallions, First half 13th century)
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(Casket, Late 12th or early 13th century)
Figure 25. Small Brass Casket, Khorasan, Late 6th Century AH (12th Century CE), Khalili Collection, No.
MTW1266 (Casket, Late 12th or early 13th century)
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(Laviola, 2020, p. 391, fig. Pl.144a-c No 396:391; Melikian-Chirvani, 1982, p. 69, fig. 39)

Figure 26. Copper Lid (Possibly from an Inkwell or Container), Diameter 9.4 cm, 5th-6th Century AH (11th-12th
Century CE), Kabul Museum (Kabul National Museum) (Laviola, 2020, p. 391, fig. Pl.144a-c No 396:391; Melikian-

Chirvani, 1982, p. 69, fig. 39)
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(Inkwell with Zodiac Signs, Early 13th century)
Figure 27. Brass Inkwell with Zodiac Signs, Height 14.9 cm, 7th Century AH (Early 13th Century CE), Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Museum No. 59.69.2a, b (Inkwell with Zodiac Signs, Early 13th century)
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(The Vaso Vescovali, ca. 1200)
Figure 28. The Vaso Vescovali (Lidded bowl), Height 21.5 ¢cm, 6th Century AH (ca. 1200 CE), Khurasan (Herat),
High-Tin Bronze Engraved and Silver-Inlaid Bowl, British Museum, Museum No. 1950,0725.1
(The Vaso Vescovali, ca. 1200)
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Table 1. Summary Analysis of Animal Motifs on Objects from the 5th to 7th Centuries AH
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