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Atossa, the daughter of Cyrus the Great and the wife of both Cambyses and Darius I, is one
of the most prominent and influential ladies of the Achaemenid Empire. She played a notable
role in the economic and social structures of her era. In order to provide a more
comprehensive understanding of her life and position within the imperial system, this study
relies on recent archaeological discoveries, particularly the Persepolis Fortification Tablets.
The research endeavors to present a more impartial and evidence-based portrayal of Atossa
by contrasting these sources with Greek historical narratives. The study demonstrates that
Atossa was significantly more than the ambitious, scheming figure depicted in Greek
accounts, utilizing a library-based method and content analysis of historical documents.
Instead, she is revealed as a competent, responsible, and efficient administrator. She
supervised flourishing economic workshops, oversaw the distribution of rations, and
managed extensive estates through a network of agents. Her actions imply a high level of
trust and respect within the Achaemenid court, as well as strong organizational skills.
Additionally, the succession of Xerxes | is analyzed in the context of these findings.
Contrary to Atossa’s allegaiions of manipulation, the evidence suggests that Darius | made a
deliberate decision to select Xerxes based on his qualifications. This study underscores the
importance of epigraphic sources in the reconstruction of a more precise historical narrative,
one that challenges conventional, frequently biased, accounts and restores a more
comprehensive understanding of the roles of women in the Achaemenid world by
conceniraiing on Atossa’s economccand soclal responsiblltties.
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