ISSN: 2538-3116

Home Page: Jwica.ut.ac.ir

Woman in Culture and Arts

A Comparative Analysis of the Phenomenology of Women's Bodies in
Conceptual Fashion from Mark Johnson’s Perspective: A Case Study of the
Works of Rei Kawakubo, Alexander McQueen, and Hussein Chalayan

Sareh Sayahi?

| Reza Afhami®™ | Farinaz Farbod?

1. PhD Student in Art Research, Faculty of Civil Engineering, Architecture and Art, Islamic Azad University, Science and
Research branch, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: sareh.sayahi@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, Department of Research of Art, Faculty of Art, Tarbiat Modares University,
Tehran, Iran. Email: afhami@modares.ac.ir

3. Associate Professor, Department of Textile and Clothing Design, Faculty of Art, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran. Email:

f.farbod@alzahra.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received: 20 June 2024
Received in revised form: 22
December 2024

Accepted: 10 November 2025
Published online: 31 December
2025

Keywords:

Alexander McQueen,
Conceptual fashion, Hussein
Chalayan, Phenomenology of
Body, Rei Kawakubo.

Conceptual fashion provides a platform for the display of diverse representations of the body
by emphasizing intellectual exploration and presenting innovative functionalities of apparel.
Mark Johnson contends that the body is intrinsically embodied; rather, meaning, thought,
and perceptual patterns are not distinct from the mind. The dualism of mind and body has
been rejected by subsequent phenomenologists, including Johnson. The objective of this
investigation is to investigate the relationship between Johnson’s philosophy of the body and
conceptual fashion through a case study of three prominent artists in this field: Alexander
McQueen, Rei Kawakubo, and Hussein Chalayan. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical research methodology to gather data through documentary (library) research. The
fundamental inquiry of this article is: How does phenomenological embodiment manifest in
conceptual fashion and the representation of women’s bodies from Mark Johnson's
perspective?

The results indicate that the works under investigation facilitate the examination of four
models of Johnson’s conceptualization of the body: ecological, phenomenological, social,
and cultural. The primary focus of these fashion designers is the ecological body, which
opposes the separation of mind and body to innovate discourses of thought, body, and
clothing. The cultural and social bodies are among the most prominent concepts in the works
of conceptual fashion artists, as they depict the social interactions of the body and cultural
diversity, with a particular emphasis on women, through a variety of apparel. Thus, the
concepts and meanings of the body, as interpreted by Mark Johnson, can be observed and
analyzed within the context of conceptual fashion.
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