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Abstract

The present study aims to determine the influential factors associated with social media
on the family’s educational functions to come up with a model. This qualitative research
employs the grounded theory and semi-structured interviews to extract relevant data from
upstream documents. The statistical population includes the experts at the Iranian Cyber
Police Department (FATA) and university professors in Kermanshah Province selected
based on the purposive sampling method and the snowball approach. Data analysis was
implemented using the comparative analysis method of Corbin and Strauss. The results
pointed to six general components in the form of a paradigm as follows: causal conditions
(family’s educational functions affected by social media), context (raising media literacy),
intervening conditions (cultural, social, and religious structures governing the Iranian
society), core strategy (opportunities and threats associated with social media), strategies
(inter-organizational strategies in the Police Department and prevention strategies in
coordination with other organizations and foundations (extra-organizational strategies)),
and consequences (elevating the level of the family’s educational functions both
individually and socially). Findings indicate that, considering the effectiveness of social
media on the family, factors including the raising of media literacy across the society,
awareness regarding cultural, social, and religious structures in the Iranian society, and
the rendering of multifaceted strategies will ultimately lead to the strengthening of the
level of family’s educational functions both individually and within the society.
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