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Abstract

The Iranian Golestan Province enjoys a rich cultural background, owing to multiple
ethnic groups residing in the area. Women entrepreneurs of the province participate in
international exhibitions held in countries like China, Turkey, Germany, and Italy to
present their valuable artwork and handicrafts in areas like handwoven textiles and
carpets, needlework, and traditional handmade jewelry. This wide and continuous
presence in the international arena has led to an important change in how they get clothed.
The present article tries to answer the question of how the “self” and “other” cultures are
represented in the dress code of Turkmen women, particularly in terms of the discipline of
cultural semiotics. To analyze data, the study employs a descriptive-analytic methodology
as well as the Juri Lotman’s approach to the semiotics of culture. The semiotic system
aims to analyze “self’ and “other” for the purpose of investigating the elements of
variability and the reform of lifestyle from a nomadic pattern to an urbanized one.
Findings indicate that social, economic, cultural, and political developments are the main
drive of the change in the manner of getting dressed among Turkmens. Meanwhile,
trading, technology, social media, and urban development are among the significant
factors behind cultural power, paving the way for the “cultural other” to enter the ground
of cultural development. This has ultimately led to the change in the semiotics of ethnic
cultures, which has caused an evolution in the dress code. Consequently, the upper-class
community has better accepted the change from within than the lower-class groups,
mainly attributable to the change in lifestyle.
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