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Abstract

Upon the end of World War II, when the Charter of the United Nations and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) were signed, a set of international
documents on human rights were drafted with certain allusions to women, either generally
or specifically. Among these documents, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women is one of the most prominent. The main questions posed
by the present article include:

- What is exactly meant by supporting women’s rights?

- How has the issue of women’s rights been explained in Shia Jurisprudence and

international documents, and what are the resulted conflicts between the two?

This study follows a descriptive-analytic approach to peruse the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the most significant
dimensions of which have been compared and contrasted with the Shia jurisprudence. The
findings indicate that the women’s rights in view of the Shia jurisprudence are in conflict
with the articles of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women in terms of various dimensions including individual/personal life (puberty,
tabarruj (displaying of adornments in public), and explanation), family life (marriage,
divorce, remarrying the same person, and inheritance), and social life (dress code,
employment, women’s testimony, and women as beneficiaries).
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