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Abstract

Introduction: In Usul (principles of jurisprudence), rational and textual discussions are
organized to resolve jurisprudential and religious issues. However, its impact extends
beyond Figh (jurisprudence) and can play a role in moral epistemology. Extending the
principle of Qubh-e 'Uqab Bila Bayan (the ugliness of punishment without clarification) to
resolve issues in moral epistemology means it has the following applications as a Justified
Practical Knowledge:

e In confronting moral doubts;

e As a source against moral epistemic skepticism;

e Resolving issues of applying moral knowledge to concrete subjects.

Findings:

1) The Nature of the Rule of Qubh-e 'Ugab Bila Bayan

The rational principle, Qubh-e 'Uqab Bila Bayan, states that punishing or blaming a
person for performing or omitting an act, without a valid religious clarification (Shar’i) or a
sound rational argument (Dalil 'Agli) for the obligation, is ugly (qubih). Therefore, if an
agent doubts the ruling of a religious act and has not received any valid clarification, reason
deems the principle of Bara’ah (innocence/exemption) to prevail, and the obligation is
negated.

2) The Rule of Qubh-e 'Ugab Bila Bayan and Moral Epistemic Skepticism

Moral epistemic skepticism asserts that access to certain moral truths is impossible.
However, the rule of Qubh-e 'Ugab Bila Bayan acts as a form of Justified Practical
Knowledge, rescuing the skeptical agent from inability.

3) The Rule of Qubh-e 'Ugab Bila Bayan: The Basis of Moral Exemption in Moral
Doubt

Moral doubt occurs when an individual knows general moral principles but is
ambiguous about a specific action. In such situations, the rule of Qubh-e 'Uqab Bila Bayan
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provides the rational basis for moral exemption (Bara’ah); meaning, after review and
finding no valid clarification regarding the badness of an act, reason rules that the agent is
exempt from moral blame and responsibility. The principle of moral exemption has two
consequences:

e A) Necessity of Non-Blame by the Observer (External Judge):

e B) Moral Responsibility Following Moral Exemption:

4) The Rule of Qubh-e 'Ugab Bila Bayan and the Challenge of Applying Moral
Knowledge to Subjects

The error of applying moral knowledge (Tajarri Akhlagi or moral transgression/
presumption) occurs when an individual intends to violate a moral law (e.g., lying), but
their action, in reality, conforms to the actual moral ruling (they tell the truth). Based on the
rule of Qubh-e 'Ugab Bila Bayan: Since the agent in this state lacks valid clarification
regarding the wrongness of their current act (because their knowledge was erroneous),
reason rules for their moral exemption. Therefore, moral transgression resulting from a
misapplication error entails no moral blame or responsibility (neither based on intention nor
result), because accountability without clear clarification is ugly.

Discussion: By utilizing discussions from Usul studies, one can achieve a deeper
understanding of the role of “Clarification” (Bayan) and the level of moral awareness in
the possibility of acting upon the contents of moral propositions. From this perspective, the
rule of Qubh-e 'Uqab Bila Bayan is not merely an Usilr rule confined to Figh, but rather
an epistemological foundation for moral judgment in cases of doubt. This rule, as a
rational criterion, enables decision-making regarding behaviors or attitudes whose moral
wrongness or badness lacks clear clarification. Hence, it can be considered a basis for
moral exemption and the organization of moral epistemology in doubtful situations.

Keywords: The Ugliness of Punishment without Clarification, Monotheistic Ethics,
Moral Epistemology, Moral Acquitta, Moral Transgressio.
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