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he present study aims to identify the characteristics of hegemonic masculinity in the
narrative works of Shirzad Hassan to clarify how this masculinity constructs various forms
of femininity within the context from which these works emerge, how it shapes and
maintains its preferred gender discourse, and how the narrative setting enables either the
repression or resistance against the existing gender hegemony. Using Lancer’s feminist
narratological analysis—a qualitative postclassical narratology method—this article applies
Connell’s theory of hegemonic masculinity, one of the most comprehensive constructivist
theories in critical masculinity studies, to better understand the gender structure in Kurdish
novels. According to Connell, in any given society, socially dominant groups have the
power to define desirable traits of masculinity and femininity. The dominant masculinity,
known as hegemonic masculinity, shapes gender discourse around its ideals, defining
appropriate masculinities and femininities, as well as the nature of gender relations and
conflicts. Reading the narratives at both the story and discourse levels confirms that
hegemonic masculinity in Kurdish society is linked to economic power structures and
nationalist parties with a capitalist approach. It stands in fundamental conflict with
oppositional nationalist intellectual masculinity with a socialist approach and resistant
femininities. While oppositional masculinity itself submits to hegemonic masculinity by
compromising with the status quo, it aligns with women’s subjugation under hegemonic
masculinity. Ultimately, narrative readings at multiple levels reveal that most narratives
hold conservative viewpoints, accepting only minor changes in the gender and social
structure. This reflects the difficult position of Kurdish intellectuals in a still conservative
and patriarchal society who, despite their value conflicts with existing structures, remain
under the influence of hegemonic gender discourse without making significant impact
toward its change. Given that the criteria of desirable hegemonic masculinity vary across
time and place, future studies could include examining gender representation in narrative
texts by Kurdish women writers, exploring other social groups, and investigating temporal
changes in hegemonic masculinity features in Kurdish societies to achieve a more
comprehensive understanding of gender structures and related social conflicts.
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