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Extended Abstract

Introduction: One of the important and fundamental concepts in the humanities
and social sciences is the concept of culture, which encompasses a wide semantic
range. Terminologically, this word has been used to refer both to customs and tra-
ditions, as well as to the set of sciences, knowledge, and arts of a people. Culture,
in academic terms, has at least three dimensions: science and knowledge, way of
life, and a set of specific customs and traditions rooted in the history of a society.
Since culture is not inherent, it must be taught to the new generation. Cultural
education is one of the most important concerns of educational systems, fostering
a type of knowledge and competence in individuals known as cultural literacy.
Cultural literacy is a key factor in the survival and sustainability of any socie-
ty. In a culturally literate society, issues such as environmental pollution, social
harm, and the destruction of cultural heritage have little opportunity to emerge.
Moreover, a culturally literate individual possesses the ability to understand and
respect diversity, reflect on their actions, and demonstrate tolerance, creativity,
observance, adaptability, awareness, and openness to cultural artifacts-traits that
indicate a conscious understanding of culture as a legible construct and foster a
sense of empathy.

At the same time, it is important to note that efforts to cultivate and promote the
culture of society and its citizens, particularly the younger generation, are of con-
siderable importance. Through such efforts, opportunities are provided for the
growth, re-creation, and transmission of cultural elements. Clearly, this critical
mission is the responsibility of educational systems. Education, as a social and
cultural institution, plays a central role in the transmission, expansion, and ad-
vancement of culture, preparing learners to achieve a good life across all dimen-
sions. If culture is defined as something that can be acquired, taught, and learned,
then a set of organized efforts and activities should be designed and implemented
to promote the cultural development of individuals across educational levels and
courses. It should be emphasized that culture inherently has an educational and
nurturing function, shaping values in society, and can even be considered the foun-
dation of the educational system itself.

One of the main functions of schools and educational centers, as cultural institu-
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tions reflecting cultural beliefs, folk traditions, moral values, and political struc-
tures, is to provide learning opportunities and experiences through which cultural
values and norms are transmitted to students. In this way, adolescents and young
people acquire knowledge of existing culture, develop positive emotions and atti-
tudes toward it, and gain the necessary capabilities for its growth and development.
In social science terminology, this is referred to as the acculturation function.
Method: Therefore, given the importance of the cultural and social functions of
the educational system and the realization of its goals across different grades, par-
ticularly in the second secondary school, this qualitative research aimed to exam-
ine and represent the most significant challenges of implementing cultural func-
tions in this educational stage. The research employed a qualitative approach. The
statistical population consisted of upper secondary school teachers in the academic
year 1402-1403. Using purposive sampling, the lived and thought experiences of
28 teachers with more than ten years of work experience were selected as infor-
mation sources, and their narratives on school cultural issues were recorded and
analyzed. Data were collected through semi-structured in-depth interviews. The
seven-stage Colaizzi method was employed to organize and analyze the data.
Conclusion: Overall, the results indicated that the implementation of cultural
functions in secondary schools faces four primary challenges arising from the
malfunctioning of the educational system, the family institution, cyberspace, and
societal realities. Consequently, it is necessary to design and implement principled
strategies and measures to address these four challenges and to create balance and
coordination among the functions of various influential institutions. Such efforts
are essential to improve the quality of cultural and social functions in secondary
schools and to achieve the cultural objectives of the educational system.
Keywords: Culture, cultural functions, secondary schools, acculturation, second-
ary school teachers.
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1. Leontiev

2. Observatinal Learning
3. Albert Bandura

4. Social Constructivism



(o sale allic |

b Al el o ol (S5 laaBl pld ey 0 g
S slacdlad 6 aly 5 olda 3 (55 lskae wSHLie 5 i pUT 48
o Gl SIS ) ) L Ol pman dilgy 5 el 01813 olena
das el (’ﬂ
b gladneys dhw e ujlios Ol plw G3ladkiall S iaean Y
e 033 2l sl Jd L BLS)I 5 Jolid 0 5mi 5 slazad 5
bos Bl s Kb ete o 3E S s b sl S
Sl oo (Al b )Ly 5 Son b gladin s Lol a3l ety
Ol U 5 S aan dols 505 JSU ) o) 8 L Ol (o 4l
35S Jrpom Todod s S5 (o) (3 4l 2 Ly o)
GRS g aa g lds Sl 5 b oIS i =Sl e S |
4 5) elome o 5 (Kon b slaclas plosil ol LaoT 4 p3Y SUIS!
Sl a8 ol s b g slaca 1SS L (601 S5 5 slaids
30l Ol Jomds g 5 4300550 S O (g i 5 500 5 sl
b p3Y¥ (idu 5 U ead p3Y (b ol 5 LIS 3y A3l 3,5,
Sl aldls
B e e T SE RIS RSP |
Olon ity Bl sl bl s (e b 5 slaza slac b sl 2l 5 (o> b
5ozl 5 sl elarrl slmo s € 5 Lnasl gl Uil s oy (sLn
G a5 ) 55 5l (GLAal 1 (o) pomaondly oSl 5 b3l SOl
Aomn 5 5 (Ko b glasles 5 Lacad b 5l (5,80 a0 s oslinud (Sl 0 25,25
e 0593 ez g0 LN 5 o 035l o515 6l Leal g o ohoa aS glaibane
CSHlte e 5 odd Kb lacdlad g QLT 4 5 a5l 5 55l
oS al b e e ol 53 1) OUT sl 5 axsSSls 5
sy o ga puyls 53 83155l 35 g el GLa WIS (6158 80 (6 g
DM IS 5 (Kb oM e i Laedl gl iyl ey Sl 5 il
s, MS b Sl ) ST gl 1l L adblie o505 )3 LaT 03,8 1805 5355
(a5 5 B 6las o 5l 655 5 silame sladb an by e slag a5

1. Hidden(Informal) Curriculum

2. Formal( Pre Intended) Curriculum



| [ oo o (sl 2 50l ol S b gla il (5181

Sl 5 Lacas 35,5 s alaw g pujlos SaVien Sluse bl 5 tdu 8T
S 53 3520 Slacaadly Ly 55 el glac b pin DL 5 (55lame sluad
b s elarrl Glas SIS gl Lo 5d sl il 5 oleza) s
3528 513 Ol s a3, g0 5 oAl (6 iy b ) b g el
N s SISl 53 e g gl e Bl b g G b ol
ATy (s a3l Ol sl 251 (6 mdbanslr 5 (g 0y Son jb)

2> IS esldee (Ko b (slas SIS 6 S8 Ay s slgminy (Il
Lo 5l slnslg e S, Sonlen 5 ol Son sl i
0T Slacdls e 35 Kb o)y M ans by Lolod S oIS (K3
03 J s sl plas ;Sailrann 5 pmale o805 SO 5 S el S (5500
Joolss 5 ol K o Jol sles L 35 slaed s 5 il s o
sdaltie 5 Olos 53 1y ol 4 5 ool 0152 U s plol b
b slajloea L Slalen 5 0sj5s )Ly 5 4o a5 5185, S
@Sl s e L) WY g 353 el 5 63,5 ST gos s loy s
Pl Ol o )by 5 S b sla Bl o s 5 5 S b Ul TS
e lenal Lol il 3558l 587150 L Ol pman 5 pl8an 48553 0 ioms
b e s o 0 gl a5 ($laes b sl il i SIS
6@&\{&@\5‘5‘_}}@Jj_ﬁxpdu@‘}dw\rjy%)b S fae 34
Aty 3 s Joslse s 5 amlSe sty Coale Ol i (a5
e Bl ey 5 Aias 1,8 Gl a5 50 | O3 el 2ils slazat 5 o b
25t pald e ol slac e

@L""U"J\‘C’



(o sale allic |
J@L,@u

Abdollahi, Ayoub; Andishmand, Vida; Bahreinizadeh, Anahita and Zeinaldini Meymand, Zahra. (2024).
A curriculum model based on cultural literacy in education in line with regional planning. Geography
(Regional Planning). 14.(55): 485-470. [In Persian]

Abedi, Heydar Ali. (2010). Application of Phenomenological Research Method in Clinical Sciences.
Strategy. 19. (54): 207-224. [In Persian]

Abedi Khoob, Fatima and Farshad, Leila. (2023). Predicting students’ scientific identity based on cultur-
al, economic and social capital. Research in educational methods. 1. (3): 29-46. [In Persian]

Adib Haj Bagheri, Mohsen; Parvizi, Sarwar; Salsali, Mahvash (2007). Qualitative Research Method,
Tehran: Bashari. [In Persian]

Afrogh, Emad. (2000). Philology and Cultural Rights. Tehran: Farhang va Danesh. [In Persian]
Alagheband, Ali. (2024). Sociology of Education. Tehran: Rawan. [In Persian]

Baratnia-Kolokhi, Zeinab; Hashemian-Nejad, Farideh. (2022). Predicting the delinquency score of ado-
lescent high school students based on cultural and moral education harms. Disability Studies, 12(220),
8-1. [In Persian]

Bazargan Abbas. (2010). An Introduction to Qualitative and Mixed Research Methods, Common Ap-
proaches in Behavioral Sciences. Tehran: Didar. [In Persian)]

Bazargan, Abbas. (2013). Educational Evaluation. Tehran: Samt. [In Persian]

Broudy, H. S. (1990). Cultural literacy and general education. Journal of Aesthetic Education, 24(1),
7-16.

Carvalho, Jean-Paul; Koyama, Mark; Williams, Cole. (2024). Resisting Education, Journal of the Euro-
pean Economic Association, 22 (6), 2549-2597.

Cohen, Bruce. (2020). Fundamentals of Sociology. Translated by: Gholam Abbas Tavasoli and Reza

Fazel. Tehran: Samt. [In Persian]
Christenbury, L. (1989). Cultural Literacy: A Terrible Idea Whose Time Has Come. English Journal,
78(1), 14-17.

Davies, M. J., Highfield, C., & Foreman-Brown, G. (2023). Secondary teachers’ beliefs about the rela-
tionship between students cultural identity and their ability to think critically. Journal of Pedagogical
Research, 7(4), 75-90.

Dialmeh, Niko; Goodarzi, Akram and Azimi, Atiyeh. (2022). Explaining the process of acculturation
based on Islamic teachings with emphasis on the role of schools. Applied Issues of Islamic Education.
(2): 49-80. [In Persian]

Dulou, Louis. (2005). Individual Culture and Self-Culture. Translated by Abbas Bagheri. Tehran: Farzan.

[In Persian]

Emami Sigaroudi, Abdolhossein; Dehghan-Nairy, Nahid; Rahnavard, Zahra; and Nouri Saeed, Ali.




| [ oo o (sl 2 50l ol S b gla il (5181

(2012). Qualitative Research Methodology: Phenomenology. Comprehensive Nursing and Midwifery.
22 (2): 56-63. [In Persian]

Esmaeili, Mahboobeh; Kavsi, Esmaeil and Qayumi, Abbasali. (2021). Investigating the relationship be-
tween cultural activities in schools and cultural education of students in the education of District Five
of Tehran. Sociological Research. 15. (3): 111-95. [In Persian]

Faghihi, Ali Naqi; Bahrami, Susan; Jafari Harandi, Reza; Abdi Zarrin, Sohrab. (1400). The role of cultur-
al programs of Qom University in educating students from the perspectives of professors and students,
Culture and Communication Studies, 22(87), 177-198. [In Persian]

Farahini Farahani, Mohsen and Sabbagh Esmaeili, Rana. (2016). Investigating the components of cultural
literacy and providing a solution for its establishment in the education system. Hamedan: 14th Annual
Conference of the Iranian Curriculum Studies Association (Curriculum and Culture). Bu-Ali Sina
University. [In Persian]

Farastkhah, Maghsoud. (2015). Qualitative Research Method in Social Sciences with Emphasis on
Grounded Theory. Tehran: Agah. [In Persian]

Fatemi Haftdaran, Hassan; Navidi, Mohammad; Zarei, Mohammad and Ghiori, Mehdi. (2024). Studying
the impact of educational institutions on students’ acculturation, 16th International Conference on
Management and Humanities Research in Iran. [In Persian]

Fathi, Mohammad Reza (2019). Social Constructivism Theory and Its Implications for the Learning and
Teaching Process. Journal of Progress in Humanities Education, 4(15): 85-101. [In Persian]

Graham, J. R., Grennan, J., Harvey, C. R., & Rajgopal, S. (2022). Corporate Culture: Evidence from the
field. Journal of Financial Economics, 146(2), 552-593.

Ghafari Ghadir, Jalal; Khoramnejad, Ebrahim; Yavari, Behrouz. (2023). Methods of transferring cultural
and social concepts to children using animation from the perspective of experts (case study of the
Pahlavanan series), Research in Islamic Education Issues, 31(58), 211-240. [In Persian]

Habibi, Hamid. (2012). The Nature and Function of Culture. Iran Newspaper. (5074): 14. [In Persian]

Halbert K, Chigeza P.)(2015). Navigating discourses of cultural literacy in teacher education. Australian
Journal of Teacher Education. 40(11):155- 168.

Hall, John; and Junitz, Mary. (2011). Culture from a Sociological Perspective. Translated by Fariborz

Majidi. Tehran: Soroush. [In Persian]

Heydari Naqdali, Jila; Javedani, Mohammad; Bagheri Karachi, Amin and Zar, Jahangir. (2023). Design
and validation of the cultural literacy framework for elementary school teachers. Culture and Commu-
nication Studies. (62): 125-172. [In Persian]

Hirsch, E. D. (1987). Cultural literacy: What every American needs to know, Houghton Mifflin Compa-
ny, Boston.

Hosseini Nejad Mahani, Seyyed Mohammad Reza. (2022). Pathology of religious education in student
cultural and educational centers, Educational Strategies in Medical Sciences, 15(5), 471-481. [In Per-

sian]



(o sale allic |

Jemmy, Jemmy; Mokodenseho, Sabil; Yanti, Dawi; Arifannisa, Arifannisa & Mu’min, Halek. (2024).
The Influence of Multicultural Education, Cultural Identity, and Political Participation on Minority
Rights Awareness in Jakarta. West Science Social and Humanities Studies. https://api.semanticscholar.
org/CorpusID:274629377.

Joseph, Pamela Blotin. (2010). Curriculum Cultures (Theories), translated by Mahmoud Mehrmoham-
madi and others, Tehran, Samt. [In Persian]

Kalaki, Hassan. (2009). Fundamental Theory as a Method of Theorizing, Cultural Research Letter, 10.
(6): 119-140. [In Persian]

Kapur, R. (2019). Cultural Education. Available at: https://www.ijtbm.com/abstract.php?id=226

Karatas S, Crocetti E, Schwartz SJ, Rubini M.(2020). Understanding adolescents’ acculturation process-
es: New insights from the intergroup perspective. New Dir Child Adolesc Dev. (172):53-71.

Karimi-Firozjaei, Mehran; Sharifzadeh, Hakimeh-Sadat; Kormakhani, Zeinab. (2023). Identifying the
components of cultural education and its relationship with mass media (with emphasis on cyberspace).
Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz. 6.(2): 213-234. [In Persian]

Kavousi, Ismail; Ismaili, Mahboobeh. (2022). Future study of the cultural education of adolescents based
on the religious teachings of Nahjul-Balagha, Future study of Management, 32(128), 15-27. [In Per-

sian|]

Koosh, Dani. (2018). The concept of culture in the social sciences. Translated by Fereydoun Vahida.
Tehran: Soroush. [In Persian]

Kunchamboo, V., Lee, C. K. C., & Brace-Govan, J. (2021). ‘Cultivating Nature Identity and Ecological
Worldviews: A Path- way to Alter the Prevailing Dominant Social Paradigm. Journal of Macromar-
keting, 41(3), 484-5051.

Leontiev AN. (2005). Study of the environment in the pedagogical works of L.S. Vygotsky. Journal of
Russian and East European Psychology; 43(4):8-28.

Mehrmohammadi, Mahmoud. (2022). Rethinking the teaching-learning process and teacher training,
Tehran, Madrese. [In Persian]

Milner, Andrew; and Brawitt, Jeff. (2008). An Introduction to Contemporary Cultural Theory. Translated
by Jamal Mohammadi. Tehran, Qoghnous. [In Persian]

Moein, Mohammad. (2012). Persian Dictionary. Vol. 2, Ch. 27. Tehran: Amir Kabir. [In Persian]

Mohammadpour, Ahmad; and Bahmani, Maryam. (2010). Women, Transition and the Introduction of
Signs. Strategic Studies of Women. 12. (47): 41-72. [In Persian]

Najafi, Hassan; VVafaei, Reza; Jafari Harandi, Reza. (2015). Retrieving the principles of cultural education
from Islamic teachings, Marefat Monthly, 24(209), 13-28. [In Persian]

Nageeb H. (2012). Promoting cultural literacy in the EFL classroom. Global Advanced Research Journal
ofEducational Research and Reviews. 1(4):41-46. [In Persian]

Niazi, Mohsen; Ganji, Mohammad; Forghani Noushabadi, Zahra. (2014). Mohsen, Investigation of social




| [ oo o (sl 2 50l ol S b gla il (5181

and cultural factors affecting cultural identity with emphasis on the generation gap among students.
Intercultural Studies, 30, 118-93. [In Persian]

OECD (2021), Education at a Glance. (2021): OECD Indicators, OECD Publishing, Paris, https://doi.
org/10.1787/b35al4e5-en.

Olson, Matthew and B. R. Hergenhan (2020). An Introduction to Learning Theories, translated by Ali
Akbar Seif, Tehran: Doran. [In Persian]

Pahlevan, Changiz. (2009). Culture and Civilization. Tehran: Ney. [In Persian]

Rothenberg WA, Lansford JE, Bacchini D, Bornstein MH, Chang L, Deater-Deckard K, et al.( 2020).
Cross-cultural effects of parent warmth and control on aggression and rule-breaking from ages 8 to 13.
Aggr Behav; 46(4):327-340.

Rouhani, Mohammad Reza; and Shoa’i, Mohammad Hossein. (2022). The Concept of Culture in the
Thought of Imam Khomeini (Quds Ser). Social Theories of Muslim Thinkers. (3): 105-127. [In Per-
sian]

Ruh-ul-Amini, Mahmoud. (2005). Field of cultural studies. Tehran: Attar. [In Persian]

Sadeghi Fasaei, Soheila, and Bani Jamali, Seyed Mohsen. (2019). Youth, Family and Marriage Manage-
ment. Strategic Studies in Sports and Youth, 18(44), 34-1. [In Persian]

Seif, Ali Akbar (2019). Modern Educational Psychology; Psychology of Learning and Education, Teh-
ran: Doran. [In Persian]

Shamshiri, Babak. (2017). The role and position of cultural education in the teacher training system.
Research in Teacher Training. (2): 109-124. [In Persian|

Supreme Council of Education (2018). Objectives of academic courses, approved in session 952, availa-
ble at www.sce.ir. [In Persian]

Tanhayi, Leila; Goodarzi, Akram; and Vojdani, Fatemeh. (2023). Challenges and Obstacles to the Cul-
tural and Educational Functions of Schools Based on the Lived Experiences of Principals in the Four
Decades after the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Educational Sciences from the Perspective of Islam. 11.
(20): 65-97. [In Persian]

Yarmohammadian, Mohammad Hossein. (2021). Fundamentals and Principles of Curriculum Planning,
Tehran, Yadvareh Book. [In Persian]

Zare, E., Shamshiri, B., Karimi, M. H., & Shahsani, S. (2023). Education with a cultural anthropology
approach: Nature and components. Journal of Strategic Cultural Studies, 3(4), 109-141. https:/doi.
0rg/10.22083/scsj.2024.428992.1131. [In Persian]

Zirkiheydari, Ali; Almasi, Mustafa. (2023). The importance of the transformation of political culture in
the political development of contemporary Iran with emphasis on the Islamic Republic period. Journal
of Islamic Revolution Research. (47): 55-73. [In Persian]

@ X3 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.



