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: Abstract

: The main issue of the current research is to analyze the formation of delinquency
¢ subculture among teenagers in public spaces in informal settlements. This issue
: will also be analyzed from the point of view of what consequences and
: implications does belonging to this sub-culture have in the daily life of
¢ marginalized teenagers. The field of study is district 18 of Tehran city. Four
: kinds of public spaces in this area, which are the territory of teenagers'
: wandering and activism, were selected for study by purposeful sampling. The
: studied subjects were also selected through targeted sampling, with maximum
: distribution, from among the teenagers who have a permanent presence in these
: spaces. The data collection tool is an in-depth individual interview and the data
: interpretation method is thematic analysis. The results show that the subjects
: studied in these spaces usually commit three types of crimes and misdemeanors:
¢ crimes against persons, crimes against property and vandalism. Adolescents
i commit these acts in the context of delinquency sub-culture and as a part of
: group identity and daily actions. This sub-culture itself is the result of contexts

: such as "family displacement and lack of emotional support”, "crowding in
¢ informal settlements", "dense urban fabric and inhomogeneous populations”,
¢ and "dominance of consumer culture”. It is vulgar on public spaces. Apart from
¢ the fields of formation, this subculture has important consequences in the life of
: teenagers, such as "reproduction of inferiority”, "disillusionment and
¢ withdrawal”, "accepting the position of the outcasts", "disgust with the general
¢ culture of society" and "Feeling redundant" are the most important of them. The
: last thing is that, through this sub-culture, teenagers by adopting measures such
: as "civil disobedience”, "breaking away from the family and choosing to live a
: single life" and "inventing innovative styles in body decoration and appearance"

" resist against Existing social rules.
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Sub-culture of delinquency in informal settlements (case study: teenagers
in district 18 of Tehran)

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The main issue of the current research is to analyze
the formation of delinquency subculture among
teenagers in public spaces in informal settlements.
This issue will also be analyzed from the point of
view of what consequences and implications does
belonging to this sub-culture have in the daily life of
marginalized teenagers. The present study is an
attempt to qualitatively study the lived experiences
of teenagers who commit a type or types of
delinquency in public spaces of District 18 of
Tehran and experience this delinquency in the form
of a delinquent subculture. The fact is that there is
something called teenage subculture and teenagers
feel belonging to this subculture. This sub-culture,
like all other sub-cultures, has a streak of resistance
and confrontation. "Micro-cultures usually enter
into conflict and conflict with the society over place,
space and territory and disturb the security, stability
and order of the place to some extent. They often
occupy some urban areas to expand and spread their
street culture.

2- Methods

The field of study is district 18 of Tehran city. Four
kinds of public spaces in this area, which are the
territory of teenagers' wandering and activism, were
selected for study by purposeful sampling. The
studied subjects were also selected through targeted
sampling, with maximum distribution, from among
the teenagers who have a permanent presence in
these spaces. The data collection tool is an in-depth
individual interview and the data interpretation
method is thematic analysis. In the type and method
of designing the interview questions, the issue of
separating crime from guilt and different types of
vandalistic actions has been in the focus of attention.
Based on this, in the initial exploratory interviews, it
became clear that there are many types of crimes and
delinquencies going on in these parks. For example,
various types of "crimes against persons” such as
assault, drug addiction, alcohol addiction, use of
psychedelic pills, and mischief and hooliganism are
observed in abundance. Or, for example, there are
many crimes against property such as shoplifting,
car theft, house property theft, pickpocketing,
extortion and extortion, and not paying for taxis and
buses. Also, various vandalistic actions can be found
in these spaces, such as writing and painting on the
walls and equipment of public places, throwing
garbage on the street and public roads, tearing down
advertising leaflets and obituaries, breaking street

lamps. and the windows of uninhabited places,
damaging cars and breaking doors and windows. By
observing these criteria in selecting the subjects to
be interviewed, 20 of the teenagers who have a
history of visiting these three parks and admitted in
the exploratory interviews that they have committed
delinquency, crime and vandalism more than twice.
Then, an in-depth individual interview was
conducted.

3- Findings

The results show that the subjects studied in these
spaces usually commit three types of crimes and
misdemeanors: crimes against persons, crimes
against property and vandalism. Adolescents
commit these acts in the context of delinquency sub-
culture and as a part of group identity and daily
actions. This sub-culture itself is the result of
contexts such as "family displacement and lack of
emotional support”, “crowding in informal
settlements”,  "dense  urban  fabric  and
inhomogeneous populations”, and “"dominance of
consumer culture”. It is vulgar on public spaces.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

Apart from the fields of formation, this subculture
has important consequences in the life of teenagers,
such  as  "reproduction  of inferiority",
"disillusionment and withdrawal", "accepting the
position of the outcasts”, "disgust with the general
culture of society” and "Feeling redundant” are the
most important of them. The last thing is that,
through this sub-culture, teenagers by adopting
measures such as "civil disobedience"”, "breaking
away from the family and choosing to live a single
life" and "inventing innovative styles in body
decoration and appearance" resist against Existing

social rules.
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