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¢ Abstract

: The aim of this research is to analyze the narrative of the images of women
: represented in murals in Tehran, in the style of Roland Barthes. Among the
: various genres and forms of art, urban murals are among the most important
: manifestations of the representation of the face, position, and role of women in
: society. The theoretical approach of the research is a combination of Stuart Hall's
i concept of representation, the theory of gender space, and the theory of gender
: ideology. The method used is narrative analysis in the style of Roland Barthes
: and the field of study is 52 paintings of murals depicted on the wall of the
¢ Women's Park on the Haggani Highway in Tehran. The results of the research
: show that the representation of the concept of gender in murals with the theme
: of women narrates a de-sexualized woman in terms of external beauty and has a
: function in accordance with the dominant discourse of power structures in
¢ society. The painted image of women, according to specific social and
: ideological values, shows calm women without considering the elements of
: feminine aesthetics, who were mostly depicted veiled and with a specific type
: of veil and covering. The faces represented in these images lack any vitality and
: beauty and are mostly represented as gloomy and sad faces. The patterns
i presented in the representation of the image of women in the studied murals do
i not correspond to the preferred patterns of women in society and seem to depict
: aspecific narrative of women.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Presenting Renan's image in various artistic fields
and manifestations reflects the status and position of
women in that society. This study examines the
representation of women's images in murals in
Tehran, considering the importance of the social
status of Iranian women and their roles in various
fields of society. Presenting Renan's image in
various artistic fields and manifestations reflects the
status and position of women in that society. In other
words, Renan is shown in images, poems, statues,
etc. as they are or as they have been forced to accept
those conditions and situations. Examining Renan's
images in murals in Tehran can reflect Renan's
position, agency, and subjectivity, or their position
of objectivity and passivity in the dominant
discourse of the government and its structures. In
any case, art and society have a mutual relationship
and its influence and impact are two-way. This
research can be a comparison between the reality of
the female face and its desired representation in
terms of the dominant discourse in society. In
addition to secondary achievements, the results of
this research can explain the correspondence or
inconsistency of Renan's role and position with the
image represented by them.

Gender space theory is a more macroscopic theory
of the dominance of discourse based on societal
stereotypes in the physical structures of society and
public spaces. In a way that by looking and living in
these spaces, the gender approach of that society is
determined. “The presence or absence of a contrast
between the constructive structures of gender
discourse and spatial discourse in every period of
human history is one of the new research areas that
has been of interest in various parts of the human
sciences since the mid-1970s. Michel Foucault
believes that power should not be limited to the
hands of political rulers but should be pervasive and
current in all institutions and strata of society.
Considering Lacan's theory of the gaze, which views
women as objects, the concept of gender ideology
brings us closer to understanding this theory. The
term gender ideology means the ideology of a
specific social group when it concerns issues related
to gender. Gender ideology generally includes a set
of ideas, beliefs, and traditions related to gender and
gender roles among individuals belonging to a
specific social group. In general, theorists believe
that the reproduction of gender stereotypes and
beliefs occurs in the context of gender space, and on
the other hand, proponents of feminist theories
believe that Renan is always exposed to gender
inequality, and that male spaces and discourses are
the cause of this inequality. The theory of visual
gender ideology also expands the same two previous
views in another way and believes that gender
ideology has an unrealistic approach to the way it

views gender, which stems from the ideology that
governs that group. Michel Foucault, examining the
discourse of sovereignty, believes that other types of
discourse are excluded or considered a crime
because they are different from the discourse of
sovereignty.

2- Methods

In this study, Barthes narrative analysis approach
was used to analyze the images represented in the
murals under study. The statistical population of
this study was 52 murals painted on the wall of the
Women's Park on the Haqqani Highway in Tehran.

3- Findings

The representation of the concept of gender in
murals with the theme of women narrates a de-
sexualized woman in terms of external beauty and
having a function in accordance with the dominant
discourse of power structures in society. According
to specific social and ideological values, Renan's
painted image shows calm women without
considering the elements of feminine aesthetics,
who were mostly depicted veiled and with a specific
type of veil and covering. The faces represented in
these images lack any vitality and beauty and are
mostly representedas sullen and sad faces. To
answer the first research question, which is: How is
the concept of gender and women represented in
murals in Tehran, it can be answered that the
representation of the concept of gender in murals
with the theme of women narrates a de-gendered
woman and has a function in accordance with the
specific discourse prevailing from the power
structures in society. To answer the second research
question, which is: What social and ideological
values are seen in the representation of the image of
women in murals in Tehran? It can be said that
according to the prevailing social and ideological
values, women should be calm, obedient, without
using and displaying feminine beauties, a special
type of veil. These patterns are fully visible in the
collection of murals under study.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

The gender space presented in the dominant
discourse of society by the government, in the
murals representing Renan in all functional roles,
women are depicted in a de-gendered manner and
devoid of any feminine elegance and beauty. This
type of representation is actually an explanation of
the same theory. In fact, the lived experiences of the
painter of these images indicate the cultural patterns
that dominate society, which require acceptance or
approval by the dominant discourse of society, and
observance of the patterns that dominate the gender
space of society. Based on the theory of visual or
visual gender ideology, the research findings can be
explained. This theory refers to a foundation of

Najafi, J., Ghasemi, A., shaverdi, T. (2025). Narrative analysis of pictures and space - gender ideology in
Murals. Sociology of Culture and Art, 7 (3), 40- 53.



Narrative analysis of pictures and space - gender ideology in Murals

religious beliefs, ethnic customs and traditions, and
most importantly, how power is distributed between
the two sexes and their interpersonal relationships.
It deals with norms about the appropriate roles for
the two sexes, as well as the fundamental nature of
Renan and men in human societies. Comparing the
research findings with Michel Foucault's theory, we
can see the consistency of Foucault's theory of
discourse of power with the murals examined in the
research.
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