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Introduction

The city of Firuzkuh serves as a transit hub for travelers moving between various
cities in the country, particularly from Tehran to Mazandaran province throughout
the year. In this city, the 45-meter street is considered the main traffic hub for
travelers traveling to Mazandaran. Since these streets have the highest number of
stores and service centers for travelers, heavy traffic is observed on them throughout
the day. Moreover, the narrow width of the passage and insufficient parking spaces
lead to traffic issues. To alleviate traffic congestion on the two previously mentioned
routes, the municipality has approved a plan to construct an 18-meter-wide passage
that will serve as the return route for Pasdaran Street from the city center. The
construction of this passage has directly impacted the neighborhoods of Qanbarabad
and Poshte Rah Ahan. Key effects include the transition from residential to
commercial use, population displacement, and alterations in the social structure
resulting from this project. Despite the economic and social impacts of constructing
the 18-meter passage through these neighborhoods, authorities have not conducted
any studies to assess these effects or implement suitable policies to mitigate the
project's negative consequences. This passage is considered the most significant
physical project in the city in the last 50 years. This study aims to identify the
economic and social impacts of constructing the 18-meter passage in Firuzkuh city.
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Literature Review

Marc Condorcet examined the necessary effects of transferring water between two
regions in France during 1775-1776 and found that it would negatively impact
40,000 people. He proposed an alternative plan to avoid the existing problems
(Becker, 1977, pp. 24-25). In 2003, for the first time, an association known as the
International Association of Social Impact Assessments (SIA) published a set of
codified principles titled the International Principles of Social Impact Assessment
(ETA). This document presented the ETA working process with greater clarity
(Fazli, 2002, p. 67; Burdge, 2004, p. 9). Leftwich argued that the initial published
reports on the development of the United Nations lacked serious discussions on non-
economic issues, neglecting key topics such as health, education, literacy, equality,
gender, and the environment (Leftwich, 2006, p. 71). Hartwick contends that the
concept of modernization, as presented by Walt Whitman Rostow through various
historical sequences—such as increased rates of capital investment, expansion of
trade, and the establishment of more production facilities—ultimately fosters
consumerism (Hartwick, 2005, p. 124).

Materials and Methods

The research method utilized a combination of both quantitative and qualitative
approaches. To collect data, we employed field observations, semi-structured
interviews, and questionnaires. Descriptive statistics were applied to analyze the
questionnaire data, and we used SPSS software to generate tables related to these
statistics.

Results

The results of this research indicate that the construction of the new passage has
positively impacted travelers and pedestrians by enhancing environmental comfort
and providing better access. Business owners have also expressed satisfaction with
the project, as it has led to increased prosperity for commercial units, higher
property values, and a greater influx of customers. However, the project has also
resulted in some negative consequences, including increased traffic congestion in
the area, rising land and property prices for tenants, and the forced relocation of

some residents.

Conclusion
The construction of an 18-meter passage in Firuzkuh city has brought both positive

and negative consequences. To mitigate the negative effects, it is recommended to
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implement measures such as installing equipment to separate bus routes from those
of private vehicles, constructing public parking lots, and adding necessary facilities
to support individuals with disabilities, the elderly, and children. Furthermore, it is
crucial to proceed with Phase 2 of the plan and establish regulations for land use in

the area to prevent land speculation.
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