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Abstract

The present study "Social and Cultural Strategies of the University towards
Children and Adolescents: A Study of Iranian Legal Documents"” was conducted
with the aim of identifying the university's social and cultural strategies towards
children and adolescents in Iran.

The present research method is qualitative and, with a document analysis
research design, attempts were made to search, review, select, and analyze relevant
documents. The analyses show that the comprehensive action plan is the most
important document in relation to the subject of the present study.

The results show that the university institution in Iran has few strategies that
are directly and indirectly defined to take measures for children and adolescents.
The analysis of the aforementioned strategies indicates the very important role of
the university and academic elites in the field of children and adolescents; because
the aforementioned stratum does not have the ability to act, agency, and
independent awareness compared to other strata and needs a representative and
proxy activist on their behalf, activists who, with awareness and self-expression,
can fulfill their public responsibility towards children and adolescents and also
demand the contribution of society. Therefore, it is necessary for the university
institution to pay more attention to the university's connection with society in the
field of children and adolescents and to adopt codified programs and policies in
relation to the aforementioned group.
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Extended abstract

Purpose

In the present study, we seek to identify the nature and nature of the social
and cultural strategies of the university institution towards children and
adolescents. In this regard, we identified and analyzed the social and
cultural strategies of the university towards Iranian children and
adolescents among upstream documents, especially documents that are
central and basic in the legal-legal field. In this regard, the questions of the
present study, which are a guide for the researcher in collecting and
analyzing information, are as follows: What are the legal-legal documents
that have raised the social and cultural strategies of the university
institution towards children and adolescents in Iran? And what are the
social and cultural strategies of the university institution towards children
and adolescents in the legal-legal documents of Iran? What are their
aspects and what are their strengths and weaknesses?

Methodology

The present study method is qualitative with a document analysis design.
In this regard, the researcher searched for documents and information
related to the research problem and then collected and analyzed the
information. The research community is also all Iranian legal documents
and information that provide social and cultural strategies for the
university institution towards children and adolescents.

Findings

The study and analysis show that the university institution in Iran does not
have any coherent plan to carry out actions focused on children and
adolescents, and in the opposite direction, the institutions in charge of children
and adolescents also have few plans and documents regarding the social and
cultural strategies of universities towards children and adolescents.

In the present study, the analysis of the social and cultural tasks and
strategies of the university institution towards children and adolescents was
carried out by reviewing and analyzing the national document in the
horizon of 1404. The findings show that a total of 8 programs directly and
5 programs indirectly related to the social and cultural strategies of the
university institution towards Iranian children and adolescents are stated
throughout the aforementioned document.

Analyses show that a total of 13 university-related programs reflect the
role of the university in various aspects of the lives of children and
adolescents, including:

« Conducting research, studies, and discourse-building in the field of
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children and adolescents

« Participation of elites in creating a structure for children's rights

« Creating a basis for the emergence and expansion of civil society
related to children and adolescents and increasing the relationship
between society and government officials in order to propose
demands and hold officials accountable

« Raising public awareness in society about the importance of children

and adolescents and their rights

» Using academic elites to improve the management system of

institutions providing services to children and adolescents in society

« Creating areas for attention and promotion of educational, religious,

nurturing, sports, cultural, artistic, and recreational aspects of children
and adolescents' lives

* Training and producing human resources specialized in various

aspects of children and adolescents' lives in society.

Practical implications and Social implications

First; One of the errors that is common among many activists, even
academic activists in the field of humanities; "Reducing children's rights"
to a legal matter. While children's rights are a completely socio-cultural
matter and should not be reduced as a whole to a part of it, that is, legal
articles. Therefore, it is necessary that in presenting programs, the issue of
"children/childhood" was considered in a general way and perhaps the
creation of educational disciplines and research in the faculties of social
sciences, psychology and education was also considered. Perhaps
childhood studies could be more expressive and take into account the
cultural, social, legal, etc. dimensions of the under-18 age group.

Second; Another issue is the lack of attention to the university's ability
to create non-governmental groups and strengthen and direct civil society
to pay attention to children and adolescents, their issues, harms and
problems. In this regard, the nature of public and non-governmental
participation in the field of supporting children in various aspects can have
an "association-oriented" format or take on a "charity/endowment" format.

Third; Scientific-educational or scientific-research groups should be
formed within universities focusing on child studies to bring together
specialists and experts in this field as academic scientific elites and
transform the results of their research and studies into executive programs
in a participatory manner with themselves.

Fourth; Encourage researchers to conduct research in the field of
children and adolescents and provide comprehensive support to them, and
also make necessary use of the results of the research.

Fifth; At Farhangian University, as the main custodian of teacher
human resource production, there are no educational and research units
focused on child studies, but child psychology is taught, which itself can
be an initial step for further development in a way that teachers become
familiar with various aspects of supporting children and adolescents in the
form of child rights.



Originality/Value

In Iran, various policies and programs have been implemented regarding
children and adolescents; all of which are in an effort to increase the
quality of life of children and adolescents; But none of them has examined
and analyzed the responsibility, role, strategy, and performance of the
university institution as a base of science and innovation in relation to
Iranian children and adolescents; such a thing does not exist in foreign
research published in English, so the search for related foreign research
was fruitless. Therefore, no research has been conducted so far regarding
the subject and problem of the present research, so the present research is
new and unique in identifying and analyzing the social and cultural
strategies of the university towards children and adolescents in Iran;
therefore, the researcher is trying to take an initial step in the relevant field.

Keywords: University social and cultural strategies, children and
adolescents, children's rights, comprehensive action plan, academic elites.
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