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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to understand the students' narrative of
the educational system. The research paradigm is interpretive; the
approach is qualitative, and the method is narrative research. The field
of study was male students of the first secondary school (llam city),
and in-depth interviews were used to collect information and
continued until theoretical saturation in 12 interviewees. Coding was
used to analyze the data, and thematic analysis was used to categorize
the codes. A total of 120 sub-themes, 33 main themes, and 10 meta-
themes were obtained. These are: the conflict between coercion and
freedom in presence, the institution of school as an island of
imprisonment, empathetic educational leadership in school, the
decline of cultural-social capital in school, in the pursuit of the ideal,
the need to review disciplinary technology, blocking creativity and
expertise, total inadequacy (educational infrastructure), lack of
coherence in educational policies and inequality in the educational
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system. It can be said that students' evaluation of the educational
system is twofold. This evaluation has a positive aspect, which is due
to the intimacy and friendship between students in school, and the
second aspect is a negative evaluation, which has a more pronounced
aspect, which sometimes evokes a prison atmosphere for them, and if
the authorities are indifferent, it will lead to a lack of authority and
abandonment.

Keywords: The conflict between structure and agency, Narrative
research, students, educational system, llam city.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Education is fundamentally a social institution and can be subject to
sociological scientific analysis. All macro-levels of the educational
system, such as the structures of this institution, and all micro-levels,
such as the activities that take place in a classroom, can be included in
the realm of sociology. students are one of the most important inputs
of the educational system that their understanding of the totality of
educational system is important. the present study seeks to answer the
question: how does the narration of the students studying the
educational system explain the agency and structure?

Literature Review

Ivan Illich considers educational systems and especially school as a
place for which it is exaggerated.rather than learning and acquiring
merit, the school is rated students with certificates and grades and
deprives them of the ability to say new things and creativity to.Benesh
et al. (2014) in a study entitled "lived experience of students from
school" said that school students are classified in three categories:
imaginary school, real school and ideal school.students have two
positive images (such as literacy) and negative (such as fear of family
separation) before entering school.the students consider the actual
school unfriendly, dry, without application.ideal school for them is a
place that has freedom, realism, happiness and flexibility, and students
relationships with employees such as parents ' relationships with
children.in  studying students ' views about bonding with
school,Rezaei Sharif et al (2012) showed that school bonding is
dependent on factors such as organizational attachment, attachment to
teachers and school staff, school engagement and belief and
commitment to school.in addition, the present research has examined
the criticisms of students of educational system.in terms of students,
textbooks are based on the retention of material and do not activate
thinking or thinking.textbooks should be more attractive.schools do
not enjoy welfare facilities and some students also consider school as
authoritarian. Hrbackova&Hrncirikova(2022) in a study of school life
from the perspective of popular and rejected students results showed
that half of the school students consider the school as a place to induce
loneliness and do not have enough confidence in teachers.in a research
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on feelings of high school students, muller et al (2022) said that
negative feedback to the educational system is obvious in the research
results. Fatigue, stress and boredom are also the emotions that students
have mentioned in school. These feelings are expressed in all
demographic groups of schools.

Methodology

This study was done by narrative research and in interpretive
paradigm.the research tool is in - depth interviews or unstructured
interviews and thematic or thematic analysis has been used to analyze
it.the sampling method was selected based on the principle of
theoretical sufficiency (narrative saturation) up to 10 and continued
for more than 12 cases.the data are extracted and classified in three
levels of sub - themes (level 1), main themes (level 2), and meta-
themes (level 3).at the end, the researchers has dealt with the
interpretation and analysis of the data and comparing them with
existing literature.in order to achieve the validity of the research, it
was tried to use view of both supervisors and advisors Professors in
the field of coding and also the opinions of two external observers
were used.

Results

A total of 120 sub-themes, 33 main themes, and 10 meta-themes were
obtained. These are: the conflict between coercion and freedom in
presence, the institution of school as an island of imprisonment,
empathetic educational leadership in school, the decline of cultural-
social capital in school, in the pursuit of the ideal, the need to review
disciplinary technology, blocking creativity and expertise, total
inadequacy (educational infrastructure), lack of coherence in
educational policies and inequality in the educational system.

Conclusion

It can be said that students' evaluation of the educational system is
twofold. This evaluation has a positive aspect, which is due to the
intimacy and friendship between students in school, and the second
aspect is a negative evaluation, which has a more pronounced aspect,
which sometimes evokes a prison atmosphere for them; In other
words, the prison-like feeling of school for students stems from
several factors. First, schools actually have a physical environment



49 | Students' Narratives of the Conflict between ... | Ghasemi et al.

similar to prisons. The dilapidation, prison-like appearance and
design, and the lack of facilities appropriate to each talent create an
association with the institution of imprisonment. On the other hand,
school activists find themselves in an emotional prison-like
environment. Many teachers, administrators, and staff constantly
pump aggression and intimidation into the emotional environment
among students. Students themselves, like prisoners, become victims
of bullying, fighting, and aggression among themselves. If the
authorities are indifferent, the school institution will move towards a
lack of authority and abandonment.
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