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. Rule of law

. Control of corruption

10. World Values Survey (WVS)
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2. PLS (Partial Least Square)
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4. latent variable
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Introduction: Human development is one of the key topics in the
development literature, directly affecting individual and social well-being.
This issue is of particular importance in developing countries. This study
seeks to explore the causal relationships between human development, good
governance, and social capital.

Article type:
Research Paper

Methodology: The research aims to empirically analyze these relationships
in three developing countries, including Iran, Lebanon, and Pakistan. To test
Article History: the relationships among the variables, the Partial Least Squares Structural
Received: 24 August 2025 Equation Modeling (PL_S—SEM) m(_athod was emplqyeq using SMART-PLS
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S 1999 to 2022. Data were collected from the World Values Survey (WVS) to
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measure social capital, the World Bank’s governance indicators to assess
good governance, and the United Nations Human Development Reports to
measure human development. The results indicated that the relationship
between good governance and human development was negative and
moderate in Iran and Lebanon, while it was positive and moderate in
Keywords: Pakistan. Moreover, the relationship between social capital and good

' governance was negative in Iran and Lebanon, but positive in Pakistan.

Human Development, Good

Governance, Social Capital, Results: In contrast, social capital exhibited a positive and relatively strong
Structural Equation Modeling | relationship with human development in all countries under study, although
the relationship was weaker in Lebanon. The findings suggest that social
capital can act as an effective driver of human development, even within the
context of weak governance.

Conclusions: These results highlight the importance of designing policies
that recognize social capital as one of the drivers of human development,
while also accounting for the cultural and institutional specificities of each
country in analyzing causal relationships among the variables.
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