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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article type: Introduction: Throughout its history, the art of handmade carpet has
Research Paper embodied both functional and aesthetic dimensions, serving various roles

across different social domains. However, in contemporary times, this art
form has undergone significant transformations in both function and
meaning, shifting from a utilitarian-aesthetic craft to an object of pure
aesthetic appreciation within the realm of art proper. As a result, the
handmade carpet now transcends its traditional function and is increasingly
Article History: represented as a form of conceptual art in the contemporary cultural

L context.The central question of this study is: from a cultural sociology
Received: 08 July 2024 perspective, what factors contribute to the transformation of the handmade
Accepted: 09 November 2025 | carpet’s status and function, turning it into a conceptual subject?

Published: 08 Desember 2025 | Methodology: This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach and
is based on qualitative content analysis. The theoretical framework is
grounded in cultural sociology, and the study analyzes conceptual patterns
in handmade carpets using indicators derived from this framework. The
purposive sample includes eight artworks from the Namira collection,
created by contemporary artist Mohsen Mousavi Seirat. These works serve

Keywords: as case studies for examining the handmade carpet as a conceptual subject,
Contemporary Handmade allowing for broader generalization within this field.Data were collected
Carpet, Cultural Sociology, from written and visual sources, along with semi-structured interviews

Namira Exhibition, Conceptual | conducted with 13 experts in the field to identify the key factors influencing
Art. the changing function of handmade carpet in contemporary Iranian society.

Results: The findings reveal six principal components, from the
perspective of cultural sociology, that impact the transformation of the
carpet’s function: identity, technology, power, institutions, cultural
confrontation and resistance, and cultural innovation and change.

Conclusions: These factors, operating at both individual and collective
levels, play a pivotal role in redefining the handmade carpet as a conceptual
subject. The conscious utilization of these factors by stakeholders in this
field may contribute to elevating the global status of this art form.

Cite this article: Zakariaee Kermani, ., Kargar, Z. (2025). The Metamorphosis of Carpet from an Artistic Object to
a Conceptual Subject: A Sociological Study on the Changing Functions of Handmade Carpet in Contemporary Society.
Journal of Economic & Developmental Sociology, 14 (2), 125-147.

© The Author(s). Publisher: University of Tabriz Press. g 10.22034/jeds.2025.68041.1877



mailto:i.zakariaee@aui.ac.ir
mailto:z.kargar@aui.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22034/jeds.2025.68041.1877
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5337-7811
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-7190-7078

