Ferdowsi University of Mashhad Journal of Social Sciences, Vol. 22, No. 3, Autumn 2025, Serial Number 53

Sociological Explanation of the Relationship between Pluralism and
Secularization among Teachers in Isfahan

Naser Nazarian
Assistant Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
Farhangian University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

Ali Ghanbari Barzian?
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences,
University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

Seyed Ali Hashemianfar
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences,
University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran

Fatemeh Tabibi
Teacher, Shahinshahr Department of Education, Shahinshahr, Iran

Received: 27 July 2025  Revised: 10 October 2025 Accepted: 8 December 2025

Abstract

The present research explores the relationship between pluralism and secularization
among teachers. The statistical population comprises all teachers employed in lower
secondary school (first and second grades) in Isfahan city during the academic year
2023-2024. Using a survey method, we collected samples using quota sampling. In this
cross-sectional study, the main data collection tool was a questionnaire. The findings of
structural equation modeling (SEM) using Amos software suggest that the estimates
about the overall model fit and the key parameters in all direct hypotheses concerning
the effect of pluralism on teachers' secularization were supported by the model.
Moreover, the mediating variables of trauma, quality of life, and international subculture
in the relationship between pluralism and secularization reveal that the model is
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supported by the data. The findings are statistically significant, exhibiting a direct and
strong relationship. Therefore, the indirect effect coefficient of pluralism suggests a
direct and partial mediation. Overall, the findings, while confirming the theories of
Berger and Habermas and the religious beliefs of teachers along with their growing
tendency towards secularization, demonstrate that the "Pareto residua™ are maintained in
the subject of religion and faithful adherence. However, it points to a new form of
religiosity or "deconstruction” or "formless religiosity."
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