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The emerging academic field of Public Interest Communication focuses on designing
andimplementingscience-based, strategic,and plannedcommunicationcampaigns
aimed at generating significant, positive, and lasting changes in public behavior—
changes that extend beyond the interests of any single organization. Governments
and nations require communication technologies capable of contributing to effective
and context-appropriate policymaking to address social issues. The Journal of
Public Interest Communication, by publishing related research, has supported the
development of this new academic domain. To further understand the theoretical and
applied dimensions of Public Interest Communication, this study meta-analyzes all
scholarly articles published in the journal from 2017 to 2023. Additionally, to achieve
deeper insight, the central findings of these articles were examined using thematic
analysis. Key results highlight prioritizing the public good over organizational benefit,
and pursuing social welfare as a core objective—distinguishing this field from
Public Relations—along with the predominance of applied and problem-oriented
perspectives.
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