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When a crime occurs, the media—acting within their inherent duty to inform—aoften
disclose the identity of the accused. The degree of such disclosure, however,
depends on the legal framework of each jurisdiction. Since the accused’s guilt has
not yet been proven, revealing their identity may lead to irreparable social stigma.
Conversely, disclosure can sometimes enable unidentified victims to seek justice.
Thus, national laws attempt to strike a balance between the public’s right to know
and the accused’s right to privacy.

This article adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on library resources
and a comparative study of relevant documents, books, articles, and translations.
Jurisdictions employ varying approaches to regulating the disclosure of accused
persons’ identities in the media, generally categorized into three models: (1)
the protectionist approach, which prioritizes safeguarding the accused; (2) the
watchdog approach, which favors full disclosure of criminal identities; and (3) the
ambidextrous approach, which combines aspects of both.

While revealing such information may deter crime or assist victims in pursuing
justice, international human rights instruments emphasize human dignity as the
rationale for establishing mechanisms that guarantee fair trial rights and protect
the accused. By adhering to professional ethics, the media can both support crime
prevention and uphold the right to privacy.
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