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The media is recognized as one of the most influential intellectual authorities
shaping public opinion in contemporary societies. The 2022 protests, sparked by
the suspicious death of Mahsa Amini, provided foreign Persian-language networks
with an opportunity to produce content aligned with their political and ideological
agendas. A review of the content disseminated by such networks reveals a
deliberate focus on amplifying Iran’s social divisions.

Totrace how these networks construct and intensify social gaps, this study examines
the Iran International news outlet. Given the accessibility and widespread reach of
social media platforms compared with satellite channels, the network’s Instagram
page was selected for analysis. Using text mining techniques, data were collected
from 130 posts corresponding to four key protest phases. Qualitative content
analysis identified 275 primary descriptive themes, 27 secondary descriptive
themes, eight interpretive themes, and four overarching categories.

The results indicate that Iran International predominantly frames its content around
the following themes: confrontation between the people and the state, governmental
inefficiency and incompetence, oppression and marginalization of women, and the
normalization of unveiled appearances in society. These narratives are primarily
structured within the broader political dichotomy of "state versus nation".
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