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In simple terms, fake news refers to information that is deliberately fabricated to
mislead or deceive audiences, often serving various underlying purposes. The
primary objective of this study is to examine the role of media literacy in shaping the
perceived credibility of fake news on Instagram. To this end, the research employs
a grounded theory approach to address its central question. Data were collected
through semi-structured interviews conducted with 13 media experts. The coding
process continued until a theoretical model was developed to identify the factors
influencing the credibility of fake news among social media users.

According to the findings, these factors include causal, contextual, and intervening
variables. The study also outlines the consequences of fake news dissemination
and presents strategies for countering its effects. The results indicate that low
media literacy is a key causal factor enhancing the perceived credibility of fake
news, while improving media literacy serves as an effective means of reducing
susceptibility to such misinformation.
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