\ A Quarterly Journal of Media Studies and Research

http//gjmn.farhang.gov.ir DOI: 10.22034/bmsp.2024.432852.1968
Research paper Received: 28/12/2023
\ol. 36, No. 3, Autumn 2025, Issue 4 Accepted: 24/9/2024

Studying the Impact of Media and Social Networks
on Citizens’ Religiosity

Taha Ashayeri: Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of
Mohaghegh Ardabili (Corresponding Author), Ardabil, Iran. email: t.ashayeri@uma.ac.ir

Prstw agazadh: Sociology Expert, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil,
Iran. email: prstwagazadh7@gmail.com

Inthe digital era, media and social networks have become the most powerful instruments
for shaping beliefs, values, attitudes, and both individual and collective behaviors. While
these virtual spaces facilitate access to vast reservoirs of information and knowledge,
they have also paved the way for the reinterpretation, critiqgue, and even erosion of
certain cultural and value-based concepts, notably citizens’ religiosity. On one hand,
social networks have created unprecedented opportunities for education, advocacy,
and trans-spatial as well as trans-temporal interaction. On the other hand, by fostering
intellectual pluralism, confronting traditional certainties, and promoting secular and
globalized lifestyles, they have posed serious challenges to the religiosity of Iranian
society. The present study examines the influence of media and social networks on
the level of religiosity among Iranian citizens during the period 2012-2022 (1391-
1401). Employing a quantitative meta-analysis and a systematic review of 30 credible
survey studies—analyzed using CMA2 software and Cohen'’s effect size—the findings
demonstrate that the use of media and social networks (-0.290) had a significant and
negative effect on religiosity. Further analysis reveals that engagement with domestic
media (+0.249) and traditional media (+0.165) correlates with an increase in religiosity,
whereas participationin cyberspace (-0.330), Internet use (-0.177), and satellite network
consumption (-0.148) exhibit an inverse relationship. Among these, cyberspace has the
strongest diminishing impact, and domestic media the strongest enhancing effect on
religiosity. Domestic and traditional media reinforce religiosity by promoting indigenous
and religious values, benefiting from cultural supervision and policymaking aligned
with the nation’s socio-normative structures. In contrast, according to secularization
and cultivation theories, global and digital media—such as the Internet, satellite, and
cyberspace—erode religious beliefs and attitudes by promoting non-indigenous
lifestyles inconsistent with Iranian bio-cultural patterns. Consequently, the society’s
worldview has gradually shifted towards secularism, while domestic and traditional
media serve as countervailing forces of cultural and normative resistance.
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