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Supervision, as one of the fundamental concepts in public law, is an inevitable
component of all public-sector activities, including the media. Yet, more important
than supervision itself are the competences and standards of the supervisory
authority. In England, media supervision is carried out by judicial, administrative,
and self-regulatory trade bodies. These systems are characterized by voluntarism,
professional specialization, clear delineation of competences, and self-regulation
that aligns with the principle of free publication.

By contrast, in Iran’s legal framework, media supervision begins with the issuance
of a license prior to publication and continues through judicial and administrative
mechanisms. This framework suffers from overlapping jurisdictions and fragmented
competences. There is no sign of professional or specialized supervision, and the
only professional body in this field—already inactive for years—never possessed
supervisory authority during its operation.

This study, therefore, seeks to explore whether it is possible to establish a
professional self-regulatory institution for media supervision in Iran by drawing
upon the achievements of English law. The central hypothesis posits that, by
adapting the English model and reforming certain structural elements, a self-
regulatory professional system can be established. However, attempts to create a
new institution under the title of "media system" have yet to succeed. The existing
policy documents instead suggest the formation of another state-controlled body
masquerading as a professional institution, ultimately tightening restrictions on the
media and journalism.
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1. Defamation

2. libel

3. Slander

4. Injurious falsehood

5. Malicious prosecution
6. Harpwood
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1. Super regulator

2. Office of communication (ofcom)
3. Office of telecommunication

4. Radiocommunications Agency

5. Radio authority
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1. Independent Television Commission

2. Broadcasting Standards Commission

3. Communications Act 2003

4. Ofcom

5. Office of Communications Act 2002, section 1
6. Department for Culture, Media & Sport

7. The Broadcasting Code
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3. Independent Press Standards Organization
4. Press Council
5. Press Complaints Commission
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