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Objective: In recent decades, many universities around the world have recognized the
importance of university-society collaboration and have implemented numerous plans
and initiatives to address social issues. The aim of the present study is to identify the
dominant themes and values in the relationship between the university and society in the
21st century.

Methods: This research employed two methods: systematic review and content analysis.
In the first step, all relevant researches in reputable international databases between
2000 and 2022 were retrieved and screened. Then, based on the selected sources, related
factors and themes were extracted and coded in three stages. In the next step, the websites
of the world’s top universities were analyzed to examine the level of attention paid to the
extracted themes.

Results: Through data analysis, four main themes were identified: good governance

2025.10.28 (community capacity building, civic responsibility, green campus); science and
Accepted: knowledge development (enrichment of educational content, beneficial research,
2025.12.01 scientific responsibility, academic entrepreneurship); creative visualization (accessibility,
. . public good and benefit, visualization); and desirable network governance (policy
Published online: . Ny . . 4 .
recommendations, scientific authority, promotion of science and technology). A review
2025.12.24

of the websites of top universities showed that all of these themes are reflected in their
policies, programs, and activities in some way.

Conclusion: The findings of this study provide up-to-date, empirically-based insight into
the various dimensions of university-society relationships. The identified themes can help
researchers and academic administrators understand this connection more deeply, from
the problem-solving stage to implementation, and pave the way for the production of rich
data to respond to the growing needs of society.

Keywords: Responsible University, Systematic Review ,University-Society Relationship,
University Social Responsibility.
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