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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article Type: Objective: The purpose of this research is to understand the status of students’

Research Article freedom and explain the concept of the studets academic freedom in the Iranian
university structure.
Methods: This research is qualitative and focuses on the lived experiences of
students at the University of Kurdistan, exploring the concept of students’ academic
freedom.Given the lack of previous research in this area, a data-based approach with
Charms’ structuralist approach was used. Participants included 20 students from all

Received three academic levels.

2025.06.26 Results: The findings indicate significant challenges to academic freedom for
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students in Iran. The main codes identified are: freedom of speech (freedom to
choose, express, and analyze curricular and extracurricular materials, the right to
criticize and discuss freely); freedom of communication (freedom to communicate

2025.10.23 with students, professors, and administrators); academic justice (fairness in

Accepted: education, research, and access to facilities); interventionist atmosphere (political,

2025.11.28 cultural, social, economic, and personal constraints); institutionalization (individual
. . and collective strategies to strengthen academic freedom).
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2025.12.22 Conclusion: Based on the findings, the growth and dynamism of universities in Iran

requires strengthening institutional will to support students’ academic freedom and
creating infrastructure that can provide a more appropriate academic environment
based on the demands and needs of university members.
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