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Introduction

Symbolic expressions serve as reflections of a poet’s emotions and spiritual states,
providing an effective medium for conveying inner thoughts and articulating the
subtleties and aesthetic nuances of language. Ibn Husam, a distinguished poet of
religious literature, especially in the genres of panegyric and praise poetry,
frequently employs symbolism and metaphor. Beyond his poetic mastery, he is
recognized as a mystic, jurist and intellectual whose profound devotion to authentic
belief is manifested in his unwavering commitment to the guardianship of the
Prophet’s Household (Ahl al-Bayt) and his deep reverence for the Prophet of Islam
(PBUH). With heartfelt sincerity and a melodious poetic voice, he composed verses
celebrating their exalted virtues and qualities. His bilingual compositions
(mulamma‘at) especially illuminate the moral attributes and human perfections of
the Prophet (PBUH) and Imam Ali (AS). Engagement with the ancient literary
heritage of Khorasan offers valuable insight into the emergence of new ideas,
intellectual innovations and the broader scientific and cultural milieu of the past. In
this context, the present study seeks to address two central questions:

v Upon what sources and principles are the wisdom-oriented themes in Ibn
Husam’s prophetic panegyrics and praises of Imam Ali based?

v To what extent are the selected symbolic words and their interrelated
network of meanings aligned with religious thought, including the Qur’an
and Hadith?

Although some studies have examined the life, intellectual orientations and poetic
works of Ibn Husam, no research has answered the above-mentioned research
questions. The present study aims to identify the sapiential concepts embedded in
his mystical symbolic vocabulary and, by highlighting a number of these symbolic
expressions, to analyze the underlying intent and function they serve. Both
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dimensions of symbolic expression, its semantic foundation and its interpretive
significance, are examined in this research.

Research Method

This study seeks to identify and analyze the most significant symbolic expressions
associated with the wisdom-oriented themes found in Ibn Husam’s bilingual verses
composed in praise of the Prophet (PBUH) and Imam Ali (AS). To this end, relevant
sources and documents pertaining to the subject were examined and the material was
interpreted using descriptive and analytical methods. The analysis draws upon poetic
evidence alongside Qur’anic verses and Hadith references in order to elucidate the
conceptual foundations and intended functions of these symbolic expressions.

Findings

Ibn Husam is among the poets who incorporated Arabic verses into their
predominantly Persian poetic corpus. Although the primary audience of his poetry is
Persian-speaking, it is noteworthy that many poets, motivated by adherence to
literary tradition, reverence for the Qur’anic language, and their own linguistic
competence, have also composed poetry in Arabic. In Ibn Husam’s mulamma ‘at, we
encounter verses that, while praising and extolling the Noble Prophet (PBUH) and
the Commander of the Faithful, Ali (AS), simultaneously engage with a wide array
of wisdom-oriented themes. These include attention to divine decree and destiny,
asceticism and detachment from worldly desires, steadfast belief in God and
religious sanctities, the manifestation of a humanistic spirit, and an inclination
toward virtues such as justice-seeking, opposition to oppression, nobility of
character, self-sacrifice and generosity. The symbolic codes embedded in his
mulamma‘at can be organized into several interconnected symbolic networks:
cosmic symbols, human symbols, journey symbols, light symbols, mystical symbols
and animal and natural symbols.

Within the network of cosmic symbols, Ibn Husam illustrates various stages of
divine manifestation, rendering mystical experience perceptible through imagistic
expression. In the network of human symbols, he draws analogies between elements
of the microcosm and the macrocosm. Themes such as love, the lover, the beloved,
and passion, the passionate one and the object of passion constitute the most
prominent branches of this symbolic system. Additional human-related symbols
include elements such as tresses, majesty, beauty, attraction, desire, coquettishness,
the eye, the face, etc.

In the network of journey-related symbols, the stages of self-purification are
expressed through the motif of the path, meaning the spiritual way, and the concepts
of “journey” (sayr) and “spiritual wayfaring” (sultik) are likewise situated within this
symbolic system.

In the network of light symbols, Ibn Husam employs expressions such as “light”
and “darkness,” which evoke dualistic thought and ancient Iranian beliefs grounded
in the opposition of two cosmic forces, good and evil. Another major source for this
symbolic system is the teachings and verses of the Noble Qur’an. In this network,
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“light” signifies God, the supreme Light from which all other lights derive their
illumination. The spiritual wayfarer is accompanied by various forms of divine
radiance, such as the light of guidance and the light of divine favor. Ultimately,
however, the Light of Lights is God Himself. Ibn Husam thus identifies light with
God and understands the prophets as being accompanied by His divine light.

In the network of mystical symbols, love is portrayed as a divine gift bestowed by
God upon many of His servants, while the inability of some to comprehend it is
attributed to the impurity of the mirror of their souls. To traverse the path of love and
gnosis, the spiritual wayfarer must become intoxicated with the wine of the Beloved.
Ibn Husam places great emphasis on praising the true lovers of the path of truth, the
Noble Prophet (PBUH) and Imam Al1 (AS), and seeks the wine of love from their
luminous being in order to attain awareness through encountering the Beloved.

In the network of animal and natural symbols, Ibn Husam draws upon the
surrounding natural environment and creatures such as whales and dragons, which
serve both as symbols of the self and as representations of the perfect human being,
to convey his mystical and intellectual concepts. He also integrates the notion of the
“veil”, traditionally part of the network of human symbols, with the domain of plant
life and the tree-like aspect of human existence, thereby establishing a symbolic
connection between them.

Conclusion

The poet emphasizes praiseworthy and moral qualities in his panegyrics and, from
the perspective of wisdom and admonition, cautions his audience against behavioral
faults such as attachment to worldly desires, pride, oppression, falsehood, and sin.
The profound beliefs, scholarly insight, and pure thought evident throughout Ibn
Husam’s panegyric odes portray him as an aware and pious orator. The thematic
atmosphere of his bilingual poetry, rooted in belief in God, religious principles, the
expression of a humanistic spirit, inclination toward goodness and virtuous qualities,
justice, nobility of character, self-sacrifice and generosity, employs symbolic
language that not only reflects the poet’s deep devotion and firm belief in the People
of the House but also enhances the credibility, influence and enduring reputation of
his work within the realm of religious literature.
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