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The transformation of categorical to conditional (and vice versa)
has been a topic of extensive discussion in traditional logic and is
generally accepted as an obvious fact in modern logic. Now the
following questions arise:

(1) Is it possible to transform one of the categorical and
conditional propositions to the other?

(2) Among the two, is one the main and the other the
subsidiary?

(3) Is the distinction between categorical and conditional
fundamentally important?

Frege's answer to the first question is affirmative, while his
responses to the other two questions are negative. He demonstrates
that the distinction between categorical and conditional, as well as
the distinction between subject and predicate, is generally
unimportant since they do not play a significant role in inference
rules. Unlike subjects and predicates, or premises and conclusions,
what matters are the logical connectives and quantifiers that bear
the primary burden of logical rules. Based on this, | will attempt to
show that the conversion between categorical and conditional does
not create a significant distinction between traditional and modern
logic, and that these two systems of logic are essentially two sides
of the same coin.
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1. A distinction between subject and predicate finds no place in my representation of a judgement.

(Frege 1997: 53).

y. In my first draft of a formula language | was misled by the example of ordinary language into
constructing judgements out of subject and predicate. But | soon convinced myself that this was
an obstacle to my particular goal and only led to useless prolixity. (Frege 1997: 54).

v. Therefore, it would be best to banish the words ‘subject’ and ‘predicate’ from logic entirely,
since they lead us again and again to confound two quite different relations: that of an object’s
falling under a concept [subsumption] and that of one concept being subordinated to another
[subordination]. (Frege 1997: 175).

¢. From all this we can see that the grammatical categories of subject and predicate can have no

significance for logic. (Frege 1997: 242).
o. The distinction between categorical, hypothetical and disjunctive judgements seems to me to

have only grammatical significance. (Frege 1997: 55).
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The conversion of a universal affirmative proposition into a particular affirmative proposition is
inadmissible; the usual inferences by subalternation are never valid; likewise, among inferences
by opposition, those which are drawn from the falsity of contraries or the truth of sub-contraries
are never valid. (Brentano 2009: 181, footnote *).
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The four invalid modes, of which | speak are Darapti and Felapton, in the third figure, and
Bamalip and Fesapo, in the fourth. (Brentano 2009: 180, footnote ).
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