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ABSTRACT

In interdisciplinary studies focused on contemporization, a comprehensive model that
accounts for all its existential dimensions is still lacking. Accordingly, this article aims to
explain and classify the discourse of contemporization within interdisciplinary theoretical
studies, assess the capacities (strengths and weaknesses) of various academic disciplines in
understanding and adapting to the process of contemporization, and examine the impact of
integrating different fields of knowledge—through an interdisciplinary approach—on
enhancing the understanding of contemporization.This study employs content analysis
using an inductive reasoning approach, combined with a systematic literature review. A
quantitative—qualitative content analysis was conducted on Persian-language sources
related to contemporization. Based on frequency, the reviewed studies are categorized into
four domains: architecture and urban planning, art, religion, and literature. Each domain
contains subcategories that are thematically aligned with the main research topic. Among
these domains, architecture and urban planning—having the highest number of core
topics—has played a pioneering role in this field. Another major contribution of this study
is the presentation of a model for the discourse of contemporization.The findings indicate
that contemporization is an uneven process, as the pace at which different fields of
knowledge adapt to contemporary developments varies, leading to asynchronicity and,
consequently, incompatibility. Although individual disciplines demonstrate limited
capacity for comprehensively understanding the process of contemporization on their own,
interdisciplinary interaction at three levels—fundamental, methodological, and applied—
enhances the overall capacity of the system. The four scientific domains can contribute to
the process of contemporization in two fundamental ways: first, by redefining the dialectical
relationship between tradition and modernity within their specialized fields; and second, by
acting as cultural translators that render abstract concepts of modernity into a language
accessible to society.
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INTRODUCTION

In today’s complex and interconnected world, understanding and analyzing social
and cultural phenomena requires transcending disciplinary boundaries and adopting
an interdisciplinary approach. Modernization, due to its multidimensional and
complex nature, is no exception and must be examined within such a framework.
However, despite more than two decades of sustained attention to modernization in
Iran’s academic discourse (Mohammadi., 2022), research evidence reveals
significant fragmentation, a lack of coherence, and the absence of a unified theoretical
framework. This fragmentation manifests in several ways: first, the lack of a shared
vision and unified perspective on modernization (Babaei-Morad, Zabihi, & Majedi,
2018); second, the absence of an agreed-upon, practical, and operational definition;
third, insufficient clarity regarding research contexts and thematic priorities within
modernization studies (Miri-Lavasani, Niko-Maram, & Khademian, 2024); and
fourth, the lack of a comprehensive model that integrates the various dimensions of
modernization and clarifies the relationships among its constituent concepts
(Khalighi, & Pourjafar, 2022). As a result, despite the expansion of modernization
discourse, researchers have been unable to systematically apply this body of
knowledge or translate it into a coherent and practical framework within
interdisciplinary studies (Ahari et al., 2023; Mohammadi, 2022).

The scientific development of a complex academic concept such as modernization
requires the establishment of theoretical foundations, the formulation of conceptual
frameworks and empirical models, and the application of appropriate research
methodologies (Arabiun, Abdollahzadeh, & Sharifzadeh, 2015). In this context,
categorizing existing research plays a crucial role in knowledge production (Ghodsi
etal., 2022). Classification enables the organization of dispersed ideas into a coherent
cognitive system, without which meaningful explanation becomes impossible
(Kalami-Herris, 2017). As Louis Sullivan emphasizes, understanding a subject
requires a structured cognitive framework; unorganized and unsystematized ideas
cannot function as an effective explanatory system (Samin-Sharifi-Miaveghi,
Yaghoub-Sangharchi, & Hagh-Lesan, 2019).

Accordingly, the central problem addressed in this study is the lack of systematic
explanation and comprehensive categorization of modernization within interdisciplinary
theoretical studies. This deficiency hinders both deep understanding and effective
utilization of modernization discourse. To address this gap, the study seeks to answer the
following questions: In which academic domains have theoretical studies on
modernization been most prominently developed, and to what extent are these studies
explainable and classifiable? What are the central themes within each identified domain?
How capable are different scientific disciplines in understanding and adapting to the
process of modernization? Finally, how does the integration of diverse forms of
knowledge through an interdisciplinary approach enhance our understanding of
modernization?



Given the multidimensional nature of modernization, an interdisciplinary
approach is not merely a methodological preference but a fundamental necessity.
Interdisciplinary studies foster “connective communities” by creating meaningful
links among disciplines (Khanjarkhani, Bakhtiar-Nasrabadi, & Ebrahimi-Dinani,
2009). Such integration facilitates the combination and analysis of specialized
knowledge to address complex issues (Holley, 2019; Lattuca, 2003). Moreover,
interdisciplinary research enables comparative analysis among disciplines, prevents
fragmented and ineffective solutions, and contributes to the coherence and dynamism
of scientific inquiry (Hatami, & Roshanmehr, 2012; Samadi, 2012).

Interdisciplinary studies operate on shared intellectual ground rather than within
isolated disciplinary boundaries (Eftekhari, 2009). Based on this principle, the
present research conceptualizes modernization as a common analytical ground across
four domains—architecture and urban planning, art, religion, and literature. By
employing content analysis, the study systematically examines how these domains
contribute to understanding modernization, identifies levels of interdisciplinary
interaction, and clarifies the modes through which each domain participates in the
modernization process. By simultaneously focusing on these four domains, the
research offers a novel and integrated framework for explaining the dimensions of
modernization.

METHODOLOGY

The present study employs content analysis using an inductive reasoning approach,
combined with a systematic literature review. Persian-language scholarly sources
related to modernization published between 2007 and 2023 constitute the study’s
statistical population. Data were collected through a comprehensive review of
library-based resources using relevant keywords, without imposing restrictive
limitations, thereby ensuring broad coverage of existing research.

The research process was conducted in two main stages. The first stage involved
data collection and source identification, while the second stage focused on data
analysis through systematic coding and inductive interpretation. Logical steps of
content analysis were carefully observed, and quantitative—qualitative techniques
were applied to identify patterns, categories, and thematic relationships among the
collected data.

FINDINGS

Based on frequency analysis, the reviewed studies were categorized into four primary
domains: architecture and urban planning, art, religion, and literature. Each domain
encompasses several subthemes that are conceptually aligned with the central focus
of modernization. Among these domains, architecture and urban planning—having
the highest concentration of core themes—emerges as the most pioneering field in
theoretical studies of modernization.
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CONCLUSION

The findings of the present study demonstrate that modernization is an inherently
interdisciplinary and fluid concept. Depending on the epistemic content of different
scientific domains, modernization manifests itself through diverse yet convergent
forms of expression and requires dialogical interaction among multiple internal and
external factors of a phenomenon. Moreover, the process of modernization is
intrinsically interdisciplinary and uneven. This unevenness refers to the varying pace
at which different domains of knowledge adapt to contemporary developments.

As a result, individual academic disciplines exhibit limited capacity to achieve a
comprehensive understanding of modernization when operating in isolation. In
contrast, interdisciplinary interaction significantly enhances the overall capability of
the system. The four scientific domains examined in this study can contribute to the
process of modernization in two fundamental ways: first, by redefining the dialectical
relationship between tradition and modernity within their respective specialized
fields; and second, by acting as cultural translators that render abstract concepts of
modernity into a language accessible and meaningful to society.

Interdisciplinary interaction—understood as the integration of knowledge—can
be conceptualized within a hierarchical system operating at three interrelated levels:
foundational, methodological, and applicational. These levels complement one
another in the process of interdisciplinary knowledge production. The foundational
level involves identifying multiple patterns of knowledge production, enabling
translation between different semantic systems, enhancing interpretive capacity
through epistemic plurality, and redefining fundamental concepts such as space and
time. The methodological level encompasses methodological diversification, the
development of integrative research frameworks that avoid single-discipline
reductionism, the creation of a shared analytical language, the possibility of multi-
layered interpretations of modernization, and the formulation of critical analytical
frameworks for addressing the challenges of modernization across different cognitive
domains. The applicational level focuses on reducing the cognitive gap between
technological innovations and traditional semantic systems, moderating the pace of
social change, fostering a common language for interpreting social transformations,
and enhancing reflective self-awareness.

NOVELTY

The present research offers two major innovations. First, by employing content
analysis within a systematic framework, it provides a comprehensive and integrative
overview of scientific productions related to modernization, with the aim of
identifying their central themes. Through explaining and categorizing the
modernization discourse, this study brings together previously scattered concepts and
fragmented theoretical perspectives, forming a coherent cognitive system capable of



explaining the modernization process. Ultimately, the proposed model of the
modernization discourse in interdisciplinary theoretical studies contributes to the
scientific development of an academic constellation, enhances coherence among
researchers’ studies, and promotes the dynamism of the educational system.

Second, the study innovatively conceptualizes interdisciplinary interaction—
understood as knowledge integration—within a hierarchical framework consisting of
three levels: foundational, methodological, and applicational. This multi-level model
provides a structured approach for understanding how interdisciplinary knowledge is
produced, organized, and applied in the context of modernization studies.
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