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Abstract

Purpose: The basic definition of visual literacy is the ability to read, write,
and create Visual elements. It is the skill of evaluating and understanding
visual records, which is crucial for information professionals and researchers
in managing and interpreting images effectively. Visual Literacy refers to a
group of vision competencies a human being can develop by seeing and
simultaneously having and integrating other sensory experiences. Visual
literacy refers to the ability to effectively interpret, analyse, and use images.
Visual literacy is a continuous conversation about images, photos, pictures,
symbols, and visuals in general. Also, a field for study and practice that
examines how to observe and interpret images, and how to use symbols and
photos to convey meaning. With the wide use of images in various media and
information sources, and the development of visual technologies, currently,
media users are faced with visual information to a great extent. It should be
noted that visual literacy is an interdisciplinary concept and plays an
important role in higher education. Students' use of visual literacy skills in
universities plays an important role in their practical activities. This research
examines the role of visual literacy in observing intellectual property rights in
the use of information resources.

Method: This study employed an analytical survey method. The study
population is 41 university subject specialists who have good knowledge and
information in the field of visual literacy. The tool for collecting information
was a researcher-made questionnaire, whose validity was reviewed and
modified in the form of face validity. The reliability of the questionnaire was
analyzed by Cronbach's alpha statistical method and its value was 0.831. The
questions of the questionnaire were about issues related to copyright and
intellectual property rights, which dealt with different aspects of this field.
The Kolmogorov—-Smirnov test was used to measure the normality of the
data. This test showed that the data has a normal distribution.

Findings: The findings of the research showed that the evaluation of the
following indicators- "the degree of adherence to ethical principles in the use
of visual resources by students”, "the degree of adherence of students to
intellectual property rights issues in the use of visual resources", and "the
extent of citation of visual resources"- was below average. The students who
are familiar with visual literacy had limited knowledge about intellectual
property rights issues. Therefore, it is necessary to hold appropriate training
for them in this field.

Conclusion:The results indicate that it is appropriate to carry out educational
and rehabilitation works in these fields: privacy; Compliance with ethical
principles about the production, use and sharing of images; Familiarity with
components such as the role of censorship and understanding its dimensions,
familiarity with appropriate ethical methods when accessing, using, and
creating visuals; Knowing the limitations associated with image usage
licenses; Citation to the creator of the image; Following the best legal and
ethical practices and teaching visual literacy standards. It is also appropriate
for universities to pay attention to the various dimensions of intellectual
property rights for the use of images and visuals and to give more importance
to these aspects in the publication of scientific works.
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Introduction

Visual literacy refers to the ability to effectively interpret and use
images. It encompasses a continuous engagement with images,
photos, pictures, symbols, and other resources. Visual literacy is also a
field of study and practice that examines how images are observed,
interpreted, and used to convey meaning. With the widespread use of
images across various media and information sources, and the
development of visual technologies, users are increasingly exposed to
visual information. Visual literacy is an interdisciplinary concept that
plays a significant role in higher education, and students’ use of visual
literacy skill is essential for their practical academic activities. Visual
resources are protected by copyright laws similar to textual works,
making adherence to ethical principles—including proper citation and
preservation of the original characteristics of the work—imperative.
Therefore, this study focuses on the extent to which students comply
with ethical principles when using visual sources, particularly
regarding copyright and citation practices.

Purpose

The basic definition of visual literacy is the ability to read, write, and
create Visual elements. It is the skill of evaluating and understanding
visual records, which is crucial for information professionals and
researchers in managing and interpreting images effectively. Visual
Literacy refers to a group of vision competencies a human being can
develop by seeing and simultaneously having and integrating other
sensory experiences. Visual information sources are crucial research
resources that must be used in compliance with copyright laws. Many
researchers encounter challenges when using these resources. This
study aims to explore the importance of visual literacy in respecting
intellectual property rights when utilizing information sources.

Method

This study employed an analytical survey method. The study
population is 41 university subject specialists who have good
knowledge and information in the field of visual literacy. The tool for
collecting information was a researcher-made questionnaire, whose

Fariborz Doroudi
Hajar Ebrahimi

278

Librarianship and Information Organization Studies, 36(4), Winter 2025



Students’ Compliance with
Copyright in Using Visual
Information Resources

279

validity was reviewed and modified in the form of face validity. The
reliability of the questionnaire was analyzed by Cronbach's alpha
statistical method and its value was 0.831. This questionnaire was
developed based on the indicators and outcomes outlined in the
"Visual Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education™ (2022)
by the Association of College and Research Libraries. The items in the
questionnaire were derived from the standard indicators listed in
Section 7 of the resource and encompassed the primary outcomes of
the seventh standard. The questions of the questionnaire were about
issues related to copyright and intellectual property rights, which dealt
with different aspects of this field. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was
used to measure the normality of the data. This test showed that the
data has a normal distribution.

Findings

The study's findings revealed that students had higher expectations of
themselves than their actual abilities. This highlights the importance
of raising awareness in this field, especially when utilizing visual
resources, and underscores the significance of paying attention to
ethical issues. It is crucial for students to have a thorough
understanding of ethical and legal considerations pertaining to the
creation and utilization of images and visual media. Equipping
students with the necessary knowledge and skills for utilizing visual
information resources in academic writing on a global scale can
enhance their ability to effectively utilize such resources.
Additionally, addressing concerns related to privacy, ethics, and safety
in the production, use, and sharing of images is paramount in this
field. The following presents a statistical analysis of the research
findings.
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Table 1. Compliance with Ethical Principles in the Use of Visual
Resources by Students Based on One-Sample T-Test.
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Variable

Hypothetical Mean = 3

Number

Average

Standard
Deviation

T-test

value

D.F.

Sig.

Students have a strong
understanding of the
ethical, legal, social,
and economic issues

surrounding the
production and use of
images and visual
media.

41

2.66

0.911

2.399

40

0.021

They are adept at
identifying privacy,
ethics, and safety
issues associated with
the production, use,
and sharing of images.

41

2.43

0.743

4.833

40

0.001

Students are
knowledgeable about
issues related to
censorship of images
and visual works.

41

2.70

1.100

1.702

40

0.096

They are well versed in
the best ethical and
legal practices when
accessing, using, or

producing images.

41

2.32

0.849

5.147

40

0.001

Total

41

2.53

0.625

4.806

40

0.001

The sample assigned an average score of 2.53 to the condition of "the
level of compliance with ethical principles in the use of visual
resources by students.” Since this average is lower than the theoretical
average of 3, it can be concluded that, from a statistical perspective,
the score of this category is below average. Furthermore, with a t-
value and p = 0.001, it can be said that this result is significant with
99% confidence. Given that the empirical average is smaller than the
theoretical average, it is clear that "the level of compliance with
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ethical principles in the use of visual resources by students” is
evaluated as lower than average. The average score of the category
reflects students' adherence to intellectual property rights and
copyright issues in the use of visual resources, with a sample average
of 2.24. Since this falls within the range of 1 to 2.6, this dimension is
classified in the first class, indicating that more work is needed to
improve readiness (the first class ranges from 1.2 to 6). The items in
this category also fall within the first class based on the results. The
average score given by the sample members for "the level of students'
adherence to intellectual property rights issues in the use of visual
resources” is 2.24, indicating that this score is lower than the
theoretical average of 3. With a t-value and p = 0.001, this result is
considered significant with 99% confidence. Therefore, it can be
concluded that "the level of students' adherence to intellectual
property rights issues in the use of visual resources"” is evaluated as
below average. The average score for the amount of citation in the use
of visual resources is 2.63, placing it within the first class range based
on the spectrum defined (1-2.6). This suggests that more work is
needed in this area. Only item 14 falls within the second class. The
sample members assigned an average score of 2.63 to the condition of
"citation rate in the use of visual sources,” which is below the
theoretical average of 3. With a t-value and p = 0.001, this result is
statistically significant with 99% confidence. Therefore, it can be
concluded that the "citation rate in the use of visual sources™" is
evaluated as below average. The findings of the research showed that
the evaluation of the following indicators- "the degree of adherence to
ethical principles in the use of visual resources by students”, "the
degree of adherence of students to intellectual property rights issues in
the use of visual resources”, and "the extent of citation of visual
resources”- was below average. The students who are familiar with
visual literacy had limited knowledge about intellectual property
rights issues. Therefore, it is necessary to hold appropriate training for
them in this field.

The students who are familiar with visual literacy had limited
knowledge about intellectual property rights issues. Therefore, it is
necessary to hold appropriate training for them in this field.
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Conclusion

The results indicate that it is appropriate to carry out educational and
rehabilitation works in these fields: privacy; Compliance with ethical
principles about the production, use and sharing of images; Familiarity
with components such as the role of censorship and understanding its
dimensions, familiarity with appropriate ethical methods when
accessing, using, and creating visuals; Knowing the limitations
associated with image usage licenses; Citation to the creator of the
image; Following the best legal and ethical practices and teaching
visual literacy standards. It is also appropriate for universities to pay
attention to the various dimensions of intellectual property rights for
the use of images and visuals and to give more importance to these
aspects in the publication of scientific works.
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