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Objective: This study aims to analyze the literature on information retrieval interaction
and to examine the extent to which this thematic area is influenced by mental
hermeneutics. It also investigates how scholars have incorporated elements of mental
hermeneutics into the information retrieval interaction literature.

Method: This study employs an analytical-descriptive framework and Foucault’s
archaeological method to systematically analyze the discourse in the information
retrieval interaction literature, thereby identifying and describing the foundational
components and influential structures of mental hermeneutics embedded within it.
Results: The study identified ten elements of mental hermeneutics within the
information retrieval interaction literature. These elements include: meaning as the user’s
interpretive experience; the interpreting subject; the rejection of authorial intent;
language as a field of being; meaning as a historical process; the virtue of polyphony and
interpretive conflict; the removal of judgment criteria; the transformation of data and
algorithms into tools for meaning-making; the information system as a context for
semantic dialogue; and the denial of representation, with an emphasis on presence and
experience. The results demonstrate the prevalence of mental hermeneutics in this body
of literature.

Conclusions: The hermeneutic turn in information science has fundamentally redefined
the field’s core tenets, superseding classical positivist paradigms such as the Shannon
and Weaver model. Within this new framework, data are reconceived as interpretable
texts situated within discourse and power relations; the user becomes an active
interpreting subject rather than a passive recipient; and context-dependent validity
displaces absolute truth. Consequently, information science has evolved from a static
data-transfer model into a dynamic paradigm focused on the co-creation of meaning,
thereby establishing a crucial foundation for the design of more equitable and human-
centric information systems in the digital era.
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Introduction
The interaction between mind and world has always been one of the most fundamental concerns

of library and information science. Williamson (2002) regards this interaction as the source of
two essential processes: knowledge and action. In encountering the world, the human mind is
not merely a passive recipient of information but an active interpreter that seeks meaning, order,
and coherence in experience. From this perspective, knowledge results from the adaptation of
the mind to the world, whereas action arises from efforts to adapt the world to the mind.
However, where this correspondence fails to be properly established, “belief” intervenes,
beliefs that may be true or false and that shape the formation of a “desire” to know, to change,
and to understand more fully. Interaction thus constitutes the connective principle that links all
of these factors.

The interaction between mind and world is not a linear or mechanical relationship but a
dynamic and dialectical process. In this process, the mind interprets data on the basis of its pre-
understandings and expectations, while the world, in turn, imposes constraints and affords
possibilities upon the mind. Within this context, knowledge emerges as the “recognition of
meaning within a framework of shared and stable rules,” whereas belief and desire function as
motivating forces that shape the trajectory of this recognition. For this reason, in information
systems and interpretive interactions, one cannot rely solely on the transmission of data; rather,
it is necessary to devise mechanisms that enable valid interpretation, adjudication among
interpretations, and the formation of shared knowledge.

This study aims to analyze the literature on information retrieval interaction and to examine
the extent to which this thematic area is influenced by mental hermeneutics. It also investigates
how scholars have incorporated elements of mental hermeneutics into the information retrieval
interaction literature.

Method
This study employs an analytical-descriptive framework and Foucault’s archaeological method

to systematically analyze the discourse in the information retrieval interaction literature,
thereby identifying and describing the foundational components and influential structures of
mental hermeneutics embedded within it.

The present study is structured on the basis of the theoretical framework of Foucauldian
discourse analysis, with particular emphasis on the archaeological approach. Within this
approach, discourse is understood not merely as a collection of words and texts, but as a network
of rules, assumptions, and norms that make the emergence of specific statements and forms of
knowledge possible (Foucault, 2019b). From Foucault’s perspective (2013), every discourse is
governed by a set of unconscious or implicit rules that determine what can be said, what cannot
be said, and who is entitled to speak. From this viewpoint, discourse analysis entails uncovering
precisely these knowledge-producing and knowledge-limiting rules.

The selection of this theoretical framework for the study of information retrieval interaction
is motivated by the fact that the literature in this field, particularly in the final decades of the
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twentieth century, witnessed the emergence of an approach that may be termed “subjective
hermeneutic discourse.” This discourse emphasizes user centrality, radical individualism, and
the role of pre-understandings and mental horizons in information retrieval. Nevertheless, to
date, little effort has been made to reconstruct and analyze these discourses as a coherent whole,
on the basis of their underlying rules and presuppositions. Foucault’s archaeological method
makes it possible, instead of focusing exclusively on individual authors or a linear historical
trajectory, to move to the discursive level and to examine which shared elements link these
texts together and how a set of conditions of possibility has enabled the emergence of
“subjective hermeneutics” in information science.

Ultimately, discourse analysis not only leads to the identification of these elements but also
enables their critique. For once the underlying rules are rendered explicit, it becomes possible
to show what this discourse foregrounds and what it marginalizes, thereby opening a space for
rethinking the theoretical foundations of information retrieval.

Results
The study identified ten elements of mental hermeneutics within the information retrieval

interaction literature. These elements include: meaning as the user’s interpretive experience;
the interpreting subject; the rejection of authorial intent; language as a field of being; meaning
as a historical process; the virtue of polyphony and interpretive conflict; the removal of
judgment criteria; the transformation of data and algorithms into tools for meaning-making; the
information system as a context for semantic dialogue; and the denial of representation, with
an emphasis on presence and experience. The results demonstrate the prevalence of mental
hermeneutics in this body of literature.

The findings of this study indicate that what is referred to in the information science literature
as the “hermeneutic turn” is not merely a theoretical development or a normative response to
the limitations of previous approaches. Rather, it represents a transformation in the conditions
of possibility for the production of meaning, the definition of truth, and the configuration of
roles within the epistemic framework of the field. Within Foucault’s archaeological framework,
this transformation can be analyzed as a shift in a regime of truth, one in which the rules of
judgment, the position of the subject, the nature of data, and the functions of information
systems are redefined.

Conclusions
The hermeneutic turn in information science has fundamentally redefined the field’s core tenets,

superseding classical positivist paradigms such as the Shannon and Weaver model. Within this
new framework, data are reconceived as interpretable texts situated within discourse and power
relations; the user becomes an active interpreting subject rather than a passive recipient; and
context-dependent validity displaces absolute truth. Consequently, information science has
evolved from a static data-transfer model into a dynamic paradigm focused on the co-creation
of meaning, thereby establishing a crucial foundation for the design of more equitable and
human-centric information systems in the digital era.
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Overall, this study demonstrates that the hermeneutic turn in information science can be
understood as a moment of epistemic rupture, an instance in which meaning is redefined from
representation to event, data from raw material to text, the user from recipient to interpreter,
and the system from a technical tool to a discursive field. This study does not constitute a
definitive judgment on the future trajectory of information science; rather, it provides an
analytical description of the conditions in which new possibilities for understanding, designing,
and evaluating information systems have emerged.
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