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Obijective: This study aims to identify and validate the consequences of Iran’s accession
to international copyright treaties.

Method: This applied qualitative research employed the integrative review method
(Sandelowski & Barroso), through which 51 sources were identified. Meta-synthesis was
used to identify concepts and categories, and the Delphi method to validate the
consequences. The findings were extracted using open coding, then categorized into
concepts, and finally organized into thematic clusters. The consequences were validated
using a two-round Delphi method. The research population comprised 23 individuals,
including publishers, copyright specialists, software developers, game designers, web
developers, and cultural practitioners. Data were analyzed using mean scores, standard
deviation, and coefficient of variation.

Results: Using the integrative review method, 36 concepts in 10 economic clusters, 81
concepts in 19 cultural clusters, 16 concepts in 5 political clusters, and 14 concepts in 2
legal clusters were extracted. The first Delphi round showed that most clusters had a
mean above 4 and low coefficient of variation. The clusters “dependence of the cultural
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economy on free international works”, “reinforcement of Western cultural dominance”,

“economic harms to creative industries”, and “reduction of translated works” were less

LLINT3

important, while “facilitating accession to the World Trade Organization”, “participation
in global markets”, and “legal and judicial support for creators’ rights” achieved the
highest consensus. In the second round, most clusters reached the consensus threshold;
however, the clusters “reinforcement of Western cultural dominance”, “decline in
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production quality due to reduced access to international works”, “reduction of translated
works”, and “mandatory support for foreign works” were rejected.

Conclusions: Iran’s accession to international copyright treaties creates opportunities
such as economic growth, strengthening cultural industries, and enhancing international
relations, although challenges such as increased costs and cultural dominance are also
likely. Effective utilization requires strategic policymaking and attention to local

considerations.
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Introduction
Intellectual property (IP), as a form of intangible asset, encompasses legal rights over

creative works, innovations, and human intellectual achievements, aiming to protect literary,
artistic, scientific works, and inventions (Ubanyionwu, 2024). The importance of IP in the
scientific, cultural, and economic development of societies is widely recognized, and
safeguarding these rights can foster innovation, economic growth, and enhance a country's
international standing.

In Iran, the status of IP protection and accession to international treaties remains incomplete
and fragmented; some treaties have been ratified, others are under review, and some face
hesitation (Karimi, 2023). This situation has created gaps in the protection of creative works
and challenges in the management and enforcement of intellectual property rights. Previous
studies indicate that accession to international copyright treaties can generate economic,
cultural, legal, and political opportunities, while also posing challenges such as increased costs
for creative works and limited access to resources.

The present study aims to analyze the potential consequences of Iran’s accession to
international copyright treaties by leveraging expert opinions. Using the Delphi method, legal,
cultural, and economic perspectives were systematically collected and analyzed to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the opportunities and challenges. This descriptive-analytical
study offers a scientific framework for strategic decision-making and the design of effective
strategies to protect creative works and enhance Iran’s position in the international arena.

Method
The present study is applied in nature and employs a qualitative approach. To achieve the

research objectives, two primary methods were used: Meta-synthesis was employed to identify
concepts and categories from existing qualitative studies, and the Delphi method was used to
identify and validate their consequences. The meta-synthesis followed the seven-step approach
proposed by Sandelowski and Barroso, including formulating the research question, systematic
literature search, screening, data extraction, analysis and synthesis of findings, quality
appraisal, and reporting. Initially, 4,937 sources were identified, of which 51 studies were
selected for the final analysis after screening. Data were extracted from the selected texts and
coded, and the components were categorized based on conceptual similarity and synthesized
into final themes.

In the Delphi round, perspectives were collected from diverse groups, including publishers,
intellectual property specialists, software producers, game designers, web developers, and
professionals in the arts. A questionnaire was developed based on the extracted categories,
comprising a closed section to assess the importance of each category using a five-point Likert
scale and an open section for additional suggestions. In the first round of Delphi, the
questionnaire was distributed to 25 participants, with 23 responses received. In the second
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round, the same 23 participants were followed up, and 22 responded; in this round, the
questionnaire was provided in a closed format only. Responses were analyzed to examine expert
consensus and to determine the priority of the outcomes.

Results
Analysis of the first round of the Delphi study indicated that the majority of categories

received mean scores above 4 with low coefficients of variation, reflecting a high level of
consensus among experts regarding their importance. Four categories—“Dependence of the
cultural economy on free international works,” “Strengthening of Western cultural dominance,”
“Economic harms to creative industries,” and “Reduction of translated works”—showed mean
scores below 4, with some exhibiting high variation, indicating divergent opinions. In contrast,
categories such as “Preparations for accession to the World Trade Organization,” “Participation
in global markets,” and “Legal protection of domestic and international creators’ rights”
demonstrated high means and low variation, suggesting strong agreement and priority among
experts.

In the second round of Delphi, most categories reached the consensus threshold; however,
some items related to negative cultural and political outcomes remained contested, reflecting a
degree of expert disagreement. These findings highlight that accession to international
copyright treaties has broad and multifaceted effects, emphasizing the need for careful analysis
and informed policy-making.

Conclusions
The findings show that while most items reached high expert consensus, some negative

cultural and political consequences remained disputed. Accession to international copyright
treaties may create opportunities such as economic growth, stronger creative industries, and
improved international relations, but challenges like increased costs, limited access to cultural
resources, and cultural dominance should be considered. Effective utilization requires strategic,
coordinated policymaking and attention to local contexts and international experiences.
Overall, the results offer evidence-based guidance for policymakers to protect creative works

and enhance Iran’s global position.
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