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Abstract

The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, concluded in 6 AH/628 CE, was a strategic and
deliberate initiative by Prophet Muhammad to establish peace and reduce political
and social tensions between Muslims and the Quraysh. Using Laclau and Mouffe’s
discourse theory, this paper examines the discursive formation of the treaty, relying
primarily on the most comprehensive version of the text found in al-Waqidi’s al-
Maghazi. The analysis identifies two sub-discourses: a political sub-discourse
articulated around the central signifier “de-fearing” (removing fear and insecurity)
and a civil sub-discourse centered on the key signifier “mu’alafah” (reconciliation
and mutual accommodation). Due to the alignment and synergy of these central
signifiers, a resultant civil discourse dominated by “mu’alafah” emerges. This
discourse created a secure environment based on compromise and mutual
acceptance between Muslims and polytheists, ultimately facilitating the peaceful
expansion of Islam in Mecca and its eventual conquest in 8 AH. The treaty is thus
interpreted as a trans-religious civil discourse that laid the foundation for political-
social security and intergroup coexistence in a plural society.

Keywords: Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, Discourse Analysis, Laclau and Mouffe,
Political Discourse, Civil Discourse, Al-Maghazi of al-Wagqidi, De-fearing,
Mu’alafah.

Introduction

The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah represents one of the most significant turning points in
early Islamic history. While previous scholarship has primarily examined it from
historical, political, or strategic perspectives, this study adopts Laclau and Mouffe’s
discourse theory to analyze its underlying discursive structures. The central research
question is: What are the dominant discourses in the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, and
what relationships exist between them? Drawing on classical definitions of
“politics” (siyasah) as the management of conflict and allocation of resources
(Shams al-Din Amuli, Ibn Khaldiin, Zargari-nezhad) and “civility” (madaniyyah) as
peaceful coexistence and mutual respect in diverse societies (Ibn Khaldan, Nasiri),
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the study identifies two sub-discourses within the treaty text. By focusing on the
most complete version preserved in al-Wagqidi’s al-Maghazi (d. 207/822), the paper
reveals how a dominant civil discourse centered on mutual accommodation
emerged, offering new insights into inter-civilisational interaction in multi-faith
contexts.

Methodology

This research employs qualitative discourse analysis based on Ernesto Laclau and
Chantal Mouffe’s post-structuralist framework. Key concepts include signifier (dal),
signified (madlal), nodal point or central signifier (dal markazi), floating signifier
(dal shenavar), articulation, and hegemony. The primary source is the treaty text in
al-Waqidi’s al-Maghazi, selected after comparative examination of major historical
works (Ibn Hisham, lbn Sa‘d, al-Tabari, al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Baladhuri, al-
Bayhaqi, etc.). Al-Wagidi’s version contains 13 distinct clauses, making it the most
comprehensive and precise. The analytical procedure comprised three stages: (1)
segmentation and semantic coding of the treaty’s propositions; (2) identification of
political and civil sub-discourses and their central signifiers via frequency and
syntactic analysis; (3) examination of the synergistic relations between sub-
discourses to determine the dominant discourse.

Discussion and Resalts

Comparative source criticism confirms al-Wagqidi’s text as the most reliable and
complete. The treaty consists of 13 articulated clauses that form two interconnected
sub-discourses.

1. Political sub-discourse — central signifier: “De-fearing” (removing fear and
insecurity) Key articulating elements:

- Mutual will to end hostility (clauses 2—3: ten-year truce)

- General security for “all people” without religious distinction (clause 4)

- Prohibition of theft, treachery, and hostage-taking (“no islal and no ighlal”,

clause 6)

- Limitation of weapons during future visits (clause 13: swords in sheaths only)
These elements collectively articulate a political practice aimed at eliminating fear,
establishing deterrence, and providing breathing space for both parties.

2. Civil sub-discourse - central signifier: “Mu’alafah” (reconciliation,
accommodation, mutual forbearance) Key articulating elements:

- Compromise on the opening formula (“In Your name, O God” instead of the

explicitly Islamic basmala, clause 1)

- Equal restraint and respect for boundaries (clause 5)

- Freedom of tribes to ally with either party (clauses 8-9)

- Asymmetric refugee clause that paradoxically respects Quraysh tribal authority

while protecting Muslim conscience and freedom of belief (clauses 10-11)

- Acceptance of deferred entry into Mecca (clause 12)

These elements construct a civil practice of mutual accommodation and
recognition of the other’s dignity and autonomy.

Clause 7 (“between us there is a concealed trust/‘ayba makfafa™) functions as a
floating signifier that both sub-discourses attempt to fix. Ultimately, the civil
elements succeed in articulating it within the logic of mu’alafah. Because the two
central signifiers are not antagonistic but synergistic, no rival discourse emerges to
marginalise the other. Instead, the political sub-discourse of de-fearing serves as a
necessary precondition that enables the civil discourse of mu’alafah to become
hegemonic. The treaty thus performs what Laclau and Mouffe call “myth” — a new
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social imaginary of trans-religious coexistence — which historically materialised in
the bloodless conquest of Mecca two years later.

Conclusion

The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah transcends a mere temporary political ceasefire.
Through the synergy of a political sub-discourse of “de-fearing” and a civil sub-
discourse of “mu’alafah”, it established a hegemonic civil discourse that created a
secure, accommodating space for peaceful interaction in a deeply divided society.
By according priority to mutual recognition, freedom of choice, and respect for the
other’s boundaries — even at apparent short-term disadvantage to Muslims — the
treaty laid a foundational model of civility capable of functioning across religious
and tribal divides. Hudaybiyyah therefore represents not only a diplomatic triumph
but also a civilisational achievement: an early Islamic contribution to the theory and
practice of plural coexistence and conflict transformation.
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