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Abstract

The use of seals to confirm and authenticate the decrees and orders issued by the
rulers was a necessity, and those responsible for sealing the decrees and maintaining
the seals were known as seal-keepers (Mohr-dar). The Timurid sultans also
appointed people to this important position according to the needs of their time. The
aim of this study is to use primary sources, including documents and conducted
studies, and using a descriptive-analytical method, to analyse how people were
appointed to the position of keeper of the seals and what status these people had in
the structure of the Timurid government. Furthermore, the types of seals as well as
the protocols and ceremonial for sealing documents will be determined. Studies
show that the task of seal keeping was often entrusted to tribal leaders who had
earned the trust of the sultan. Sealing was a means of promotion to high positions
such as the Emirate of the Supreme Council (Emarate Diwan a'la) and the
governorship of provinces. There were special rituals and precautions for keeping
the seal. For correspondence with neighbouring countries and the transfer of
provincial governments, only the rulers sealed the decrees, but for decrees such as
the granting of royalties (soyurghal), tax exemptions, and assigning positions, after
the ruler, other government officials, namely the princes, senior commanders (amir
al-umara), and ministers (vuzara) who held positions in the Supreme council (Diwn-
i a'la), would seal on the back of the decrees. The Timurid rulers had different seals
with various applications.

Keywords: Seal keeping, protocols for sealing, Timurid, Governmental Structure,
Documents.
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