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Abstract

Good governance is an important factor in achieving sustainable development; And directly
affects human development through production, education and health, but the existence of inequalities,
especially Gender Inequality, which persists even in developed countries—remains an obstacle to
achieving human development Therefore, the purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of
gender inequality, good governance and their interaction effects on human development. The present
descriptive-analytical and applied study was conducted with the panel data regression method with the
generalized least squares estimator at the international level for countries with high human
development. The data were of the panel type for the period 20002022, which were extracted from
the World Bank and United Nations databases. The Pesaran test was used to examine cross-sectional
dependence, the Pesaran unit root test was applied to assess the stationarity of the variables, and the
Westerlund bootstrap cointegration test was employed to investigate cointegration relationships.The
estimation of the research model and the required tests were performed using in Stata 17 software. The
results of the model estimation showed that good governance had a positive effect and the interaction
between good governance and gender inequality had a negative effect on the human development
index The negative effect of the interaction term was smaller than that of gender inequality alone,
indicating that good governance can mitigate the adverse impact of gender inequality. Health
expenditures, per capita GDP, trade openness, and the urbanization rate had positive effects on the
human development index in the sample countries, whereas the inflation rate had a negative effect.
Therefore, policies aimed at reducing gender inequality and improving good govemance are
recommended. In this regard, the implementation of transparent laws, ensuring economic security and
stability, and attracting private investment are suggested to enhance govermnance, while policies
promoting women’s empowerment in political, economic, and social dimensions are proposed to
reduce gender inequality.
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1. Voice and accountability

2. Political stability and absence of violence/terrorism
3. Government effectiveness

4. Regulatory quality

5. Rule of law
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. Female reproductive health index

Empowerment index

. Labour market index

Maternal mortality ratio

. Adolescent birth rate

. Female and male shares of parliamentary seats
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. Female and male labour force participation rates
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