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Background and Purpose

|n recent years, mass media and modern technologies have made

dramatic changes across human generations in different societies. In the
field of communications, one may refer to social media platforms, which
have come up to be an important part of life nowadays. In Iran, owing to
the high Internet penetration rate, memberships in social networks have
considerably flourished. A major share of those memberships belongs to
ladies. This has given them a new social status and lifted many of the long-
lasting limitations on generations. The Internet and social media have,
indeed, served as an important factor to form and show the identity of girls
and women and to project the fast emergence of generation gaps in modern
societies. Such a development has provided a chance for women to walk
out of traditional shells, present their talents, skills and attitudes to the
society, and show their new gender image. Ever since the new era of
modernity made the symbols of status and identity visual, the human body
has turned into a means of presenting personal identity and a symbol of
one’s personality. This has made it possible for individuals to fabricate and
record a certain image of them and then put it on public display. Thus, as
an impact of social networks, women have changed their perception and
definition of themselves and their body. The aesthetic features of the
images that ladies upload on social media can help to understand the
reasons for uploading them and identify the corresponding criteria.
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Considering the fast developments resulting from the prevalence of
social networks and their role in projecting generation gaps, the present
study seeks to compare the aesthetic criteria of uploading selfies on
Instagram by mothers and girls as two generations. This is done through
extracting the main characteristics of graceful photos as judged by the two
age groups of females.

Method

This is a qualitative study conducted to identify, extract, and compare
the important concept and features of Instagram images. The research
participants were 20 females selected from mothers and girls as two
generations. They were interviewed in depth so as to collect the required
data.

Findings

Based on the data extracted from the interviews, the three basic themes
of ‘pose’, ‘clothes’ and ‘location’ were identified in relation with the
general concept of ‘traditional mothers and modern girls’. Indeed, mothers
are often advocates of traditional themes, and their aesthetic zests and
ideals are rooted in the past. This originality is exactly what bestows beauty
upon their photos. In contrast, girls have crossed the borders of their
mothers’ traditions and created a gap between the two generations. From
the viewpoint of the young generation of females, beauty lies in change,
use of modern elements, postmodern spaces and extreme individualism
rather than originality and tradition.

Discussion and Conclusion

Since its emergence, photography has invariably sought to gain and
secure a stout position among other types of media. Its outstanding role in
social media and modern communication technologies is a well-
established fact nowadays. Owing to the existence of cellphones equipped
with digital cameras and easy access to social media, digital photos have
turned into a major cultural product and a useful tool to know the
components of the environment around. Accordingly, this study aims at the
subject of self-photography and uploading photos on Instagram, as a social
cyberspace. The study is conducted through the detection and analysis of
the aesthetic features that mothers and girls cherish for their photos
uploaded in the cyberspace. As stated by Ghanizadeh and Seddighi owrai
(2023), the two generations of females commonly seek to provide visual
pleasure for those who look at their portraits. Both of them also enjoy
putting their photos on public display, each holding certain criteria for it.
These criteria, of course, are of no abstract nature by any means; they
become visible as soon as the photos go onto Instagram or, as Erving
Goffman says, get on the stage.

Based on the data obtained from the interviews, the central point
regarding the research topic is the difference between mothers and girls in
terms of social networking behavior; while the past generation goes for
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tradition, the young advocate modernity. In the context of aestheticism, as
Bartky (2014) believes, what distinguishes girls from their mothers is their
pleasant or alluring behavior in uploaded selfies. Indeed, the main
objective of mothers to put their images in the cyberspace is to announce
their presence rather than showing off. Their poses and clothes as well as
the locations they choose in photos are all suggestive of their traditionalism
and originality, which is in contrast with the modernism of girls. Also, as
suggested by Olya and Hasheminasab (2019), girls try to project an ideal
image and graceful identity of themselves based on currently favored
criteria, individualism and modernism.

As a matter of fact, images serve to reflect identities, and everybody is
concerned about how others judge him. This has been the case especially
since the symbols of status and identity became visual in the recent modern
era. Considering the new role of the body as a symbol of personality and a
means of showing one’s identity, people are now able to offer an intended
visual definition of who they are. In such circumstances, modern lifestyle,
desires and pleasures determine the aesthetic aspects that girls value in
their photos. Moreover, access to the means of image editing, such as filters
and graphics, has aroused girls further to practice aesthetics.

Given the points mentioned above, the entry of aesthetic cases into
Instagram can be analyzed and understood better on the basis of concepts
such as ‘generational differences in attitudes toward technology,
aestheticism and showing off’, as discussed by Howe and Strauss (2000).
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