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Background and Purpose

Violence against women is a complex and multi-dimensional
phenomenon and is now recognized as a serious social and health
problem and a criminal offense in many countries of the world (Chhabra
etal., 2020; Gram etal., 2021). This phenomenon is invariably influenced
by culture and changes over time based on social values and standards
(Krahé, 2018). Violence against women mean any violent act, whether in
a public place or in private life. Defined based on gender, violence leads
to physical, sexual, or psychological harm and suffering to women.
(Krahé etal, 2018). Many studies have shown that violence occurs more
among certain groups of women, including women with a low level of
education (Jewkes, 2002 ), those with limited economic resources
(Kasturirangan etal, 2004), and those with a lower social status than men
(Chang etal., 2009 ; Thapa-Oli etal., 2009). According to some
researchers, this phenomenon has affected 15 to 75% of women around
the world and has very wide consequences for women’s physical health,
mental well-being, and rights (Garg & Singh, 2013; Hill, 2016).
Therefore, controlling and reducing violence against women is
considered necessary. Based on this discussion, the present research seeks
to examine the whys and wherefores of violence against women with a
hermeneutic perspective and women's lived experience while
emphasizing cultural and social dimensions. This enables one to gain a
deep understanding of the cultural contexts involved in violence against
women and helps the cultural officials of the society adopt practical
solutions to eliminate that offense.

Method

The present research is a qualitative type conducted through content
analysis. Among the different methods of content analysis, the theme

Received: 25 May 2024 Accepted: 22 November 2024


https://jwfs.alzahra.ac.ir/
0000-0001-7936-2351
0000-0001-7936-2351

Women's Narration of the Phenomenon of Violence Against Women...

KavehFarsani & Mahdiyeh 52

network analysis introduced by Sterling and Atrides (2001) was adopted
along with coding. The statistical population of the study included all
women aged 18-45, from whom a sample of 20 women was selected by
purposive sampling. The research data were derived from semi-structured

interviews until they were saturated.

Results

The main findings of this research are summarized in Table No. 1.
Table 1. Themes related to violence against women

Basic Organizer themes Overarching themes
themes
Lack of liability for consideration
. . . Lack of consultation with the
Induction of diagnostic
and cognitive weakness _woman
Mother's involvement in all the
of women , )
daughter’s affairs
Internalization of diagnostic
weakness in women
Fragility and powerlessness of
woman
Equal position, unequal Diagnostic weakness of women
definitios Discriminatory role of the girl
Being forced to choose a person
approved by the family
All the housework left to the woman
The value of self-sacrifice versus
The value of . . .
N e being actively resistant
victimization/self- ! , .
. b Going beyond one’s desires and
negligence and excessive .
concern for others L Interests -
Belief in the value of grinning and
bearing
Valued anti- An invariable warning look at the
values oyl
Blaming the woman Blaming the woman for cheating by
her husband

The importance of
marriage based on
irrational factors

Ignoring the recognition
of women versus the
emphasis on the
recognition of men

The phenomenon of
women against women

Men's strictness towards women
Belief in early marriage
Fear of growing old and not getting
married
Unequal positions of men and
women in marriage
Men's ignorance of the physical and
psychological conditions of women
The importance that the society
holds to acquaint women with the
characteristics of men
Jealousy of women for other women
Destructive competition among
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women
Women's support for the second
marriage of their men
Women's support to devalue other
women
Women’s taking positions against
other women

Discussion & Conclusion

Considering the main purpose of this research, which is to identify the
types and reasons of violence against women based on the lived
experience and assertions of women, it can be concluded that women's
understanding of the experience of violence is affected by the culture,
beliefs and values that have been transferred to them. The power of
institutionalizing cultural beliefs is such that even having a university
education cannot easily destroy their effect. Therefore, this research
claims a powerful and effective role for social and cultural contexts and
conditions in understanding and receiving violence by women.

The experienced violence is more affected by interpersonal problems
as well as physical, mental and social issues, and it often manifests itself
in actions and speech. In this regard, a kind of hidden violence arises
from the informal process of socialization. Based on the findings of the
research, cultural authorities need to pay attention to the cultural and
value patterns institutionalized in the society and make plans to replace
these cultural patterns with new ones that have favorable effects on
women's lives and reduce the experience of violence among them.

There were some limitations in this study. Firstly, the participants
were from 18 to 45 years of age, but people of older age were not
examined. Secondly, some interviewees took a defensive position and
sometimes exaggerated their points when they became aware of the
purpose and title of the research.
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