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Abstract

Purpose: This study aims to evaluate the evolution of management accounting in small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMES) in Iran and to examine its role in the decision-making
processes of SME managers.

Method: This research adopts a qualitative approach. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews with 15 SME managers, selected using the snowball sampling
method. Data analysis was conducted using Thematic Analysis.

Results: The findings indicate that management accounting in Iranian SMEs is in its early
stages of development. Although SME managers recognize the need for management
accounting, most of these enterprises continue to rely on traditional management
accounting techniques for financial determination and control.

Conclusion: The results suggest that management accounting plays a limited role in the
decision-making of Iranian SME managers, as it remains in the early stages of development,
with few managers fully aware of its potential.

Contribution: This study contributes to the literature on management accounting and
provides valuable insights that can benefit SME managers.
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