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Abstract
Differences of opinion in pluralistic societies with religious diversity are natural and challenging.
Overcoming these challenges requires cultural development. "Tolerance of opinion" is a key
strategy employed by scholars to reduce tensions in dealing with opposing ideas. A relevant
historical case is the Golat, who held extreme beliefs regarding the Imams, often attributing divine
status or prophethood to them. Since some historical accounts detail the imams’ reactions to the
Golat, an assessment of the Twelver imams’ dealings with this group is warranted from the
perspective of their approach to opposing ideas. The theory of tolerance, understood as a theoretical
framework for the analysis of social and religious interactions, allows for the examination of the
imams’ behavior and reactions towards the Golat within their historical and social context. This
framework allows for an assessment of their broader level of tolerance in relation to different
thoughts and behaviors. Consequently, this article will use a historical method and an analytical
approach to examine how the imams dealt with the Golat — either through toleration or
intolerance— as documented in genealogical, narrative and sectarian sources. The research
methodology involves the collection of data from authoritative historical and religious sources,
followed by a content analysis of the relevant texts and a comparative study of the imams’ reactions
to the Golat. The research findings show that the imams employed a spectrum of responses in their
concerted efforts to counter the tenets of the various Golat factions. These ranged from didactic and
conciliatory approaches- such as dialog, exhortation, opportunities for repentance, exile and
forgiveness - aimed at educating followers about the erroneous nature and prohibition of Golat
doctrines and practices. Conversely, their reactions also included punitive and exclusionary
measures, encompassing condemnation, rejection, distancing, excommunication and in some cases
even execution. In particular, didactic sermons aimed at raising awareness were the most common
pattern of behavior, especially when it came to moderate and less extreme Golat factions.
Conversely, 'killing' was primarily reserved for the Golat, whose doctrines manifested themselves
in verbal and behavioral violence. Given that this latter group was demonstrably lacking in
religious tolerance towards the beliefs of others, the stricter reactions of the imams should not be
interpreted as intrinsic intolerance of faith on their part. Indeed, the case of the Golat serves as a
convincing illustration that not all ideological positions are amenable to tolerance.
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