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Abstract

This article aims to introduce and explain the methodology of Hafiz Abu al-Fath Ibn
Sayyid al-Nas, an Andalusian historian and writer of the seventh century AH, in
criticizing historical narratives based on the book Ayoun al-Athar fi al-Maghazi wa
al-Shama’il wa al-Sirr. The present study seeks to answer the question of what Ibn
Sayyid al-Nas’s approach was in examining historical news and narratives, and
whether he paid attention to the issue of historical criticism. To address this
question, an attempt has been made to study the book "Ayyun al-Athar" as the most
important historical work of Ibn Sayyid al-Nas and to discuss his approach to
dealing with historical narrations and reports. Obviously, in this study, and
considering the nature of the research, the research method based on description,
analysis, and comparison was used by collecting scientific data related to the
subject. The findings show that Ibn Sayyid al-Nas, while criticizing the
historiographical method of previous historians, criticized them for their inaccuracy
in narrating narrations, as well as their verbosity and the resulting fatigue. For this
reason, in his historiographical method in Ayoun al-Athar, in addition to being
concise, he paid special attention and precision to accurately narrating news and
examining its documents, clarifying controversial issues, stating ambiguities, and
also accurately recording place names. In fact, by choosing a middle path based on
avoiding profanity and being concise in her speech, she succeeded in writing a
distinctive and comprehensive book on the life of the Prophet (PBUH).

Keywords: Historiography, Historical criticism, Methodology, Ibn Sayyid al-Nas,
Ayoun al-Athar.
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