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Abstract

In Greco-Roman sources such as the accounts of Justinus, Ammianus, and the Suda
Lexicon, as well as the accounts of Moses Khorenats’i, Arsaces, the founder of the
Parthian Empire, is attributed with characteristics such as the conquest of lands,
justice, public service, construction, securing the territory, piety, and the sacred
position of the king among the people, which apparently represent an ideal and
virtuous king. Since there is not much data on the history of political thought of the
Parthian Empire, researchers face difficulties in investigating the origin of these
characteristics and attributing them to the founder of the greatest enemy of the
Roman Empire. Therefore, the main question of the present study is: What idealistic
view does the image of Arsaces | in the Greco-Roman sources related to the Parthian
period reflect? The findings of the present study, which is conducted using the
content analysis method, will show that the aforementioned sources are of Iranian
origin and their source can be considered the definition of the ideal king in
Zoroastrianism, which was taking shape over time and in various Zoroastrian
religious sources. The results of the present study are useful in examining the history
of political thought of the Parthian Empire and ancient Iran.

Keywords: Arsaces I, Ideal King, Zoroastrianism, Arsacid Kingdom, Political
thought.
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