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Abstract

This paper examines Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr's perspective on
history through methodological and substantive point of view. In Igtisaduna (Our
Economy), Sadr argues that the inductive laboratory methods used in the natural
sciences cannot be applied to historical research. In Al-Madrasah al-Qur'aniyyah
(The Quranic School), while acknowledging that historical science is different from
other sciences, he affirms the possibility of scientific historical research using
historical induction. This study assumes that the logical connection between these
two positions can be found in his Logical Foundations of Induction, where he
proposes three key arguments: first, Sadr equates science with certain knowledge
(ma'rifah yaginiyyah) and claims that induction - as explained in his theory of
intrinsic knowledge (maktab al-dhati lil-ma'rifah) - can lead to certain knowledge in
all fields of research (from nature to history). Second, induction inherently involves
the deduction of universal principles from particular cases, which makes the
deduction of historical laws/sunnah from singular events a valid form of this
deduction. Third, Sadr claims that not all inductive inferences require experimental
manipulation; historical induction can also work through diachronic observation.
The paper subsequently elaborates on Sadr's views regarding the characteristics,
scope, and manifestations of historical laws (sunan al-tarikh), emphasizing why
human awareness of these divinely ordained laws is essential for meaningful
historical agency.

Keywords: Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr, Philosophy of history, Historical laws,
Historical induction, Theory of intrinsic knowledge
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