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Abstract

The subject of this research is the forms and manifestations of place attachment among
women residing in the informal settlement of Mehrabad in Mashhad, conducted
qualitatively with a purposive sample of twenty women living in the area. The results
showdd .. tt wo. en’s bond wtth hte ee hrbbdd nggghborhood nnoompsssss vrroais
psychological, emotional, and identity-related dimensions, as well as behavioral-social
and cogniiive AAckss. Bddddon hle findnrgs, the forms of womnn’s ccccemnnt oohle
Mehrabad neighborhood were identified as: individual and collective identity, social
interactions, participation and usefulness, feelings and emotional belonging, and finally,
the desire to remain. Although identity and social interactions form the foundation of
place attachment, the study revealed that the demographic diversity and
intergenerational differences in the Mehrabad neighborhood disrupt this process
(reducing attachment). Older and non-migrant women have negative feelings toward the
ethnic and religious diversity of the neighborhood, which leads to increased social
distance and intergroup negative attitudes. The newer generation, with a more pragmatic
outlook, is less attached to the neighborhood and seeks new opportunities in the city.
These tensions require management.
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Introduction

Place attachment refers to the psychological and social bonds that individuals
form with their living environment, significantly influencing their quality of life.
This concept has been extensively studied across various fields, including social
sciences, environmental psychology, and urban design. Despite some positive
living conditions, informal settlements—especially those on the outskirts of
large cities—face significant deficiencies in urban services. The role of women
in these communities has received less attention.Previous studies consider place
attachment as a multidimensional construct that encompasses emotional, social,
cognitive, and environmental dimensions. Scholars such as Proshansky and
Hernandez have identified components including emotional bonds, individual
and collective identity, social participation, and environmental characteristics as
key elements of this concept. Research focused on informal settlements indicates
that deprivation may reduce place attachment, but strong social networks and
local participation can strengthen these bonds. The role of women in maintaining
social cohesion and creating support networks has been highlighted, yet remains
insufficiently explored. This study seeks to answer the question: What forms and
dimensions does place attachment take among women residing in the informal
settlement of Mehrabad in Mashhad?

Methodology

This qualitative study used an interpretive phenomenological approach. Data
were collected through semi-structured interviews with 20 women living in
Mehrabad informal settlement in Mashhad, selected via purposive sampling
criteria including minimum residence of five years, age diversity, marital status,
and occupation. Thematic analysis continued until data saturation.

Findings

Women's attachment to Mehrabad is expressed in five dimensions: emotional
belonging, desire to stay, individual and collective identity, social interactions,
and participation. Childhood memories, sense of security, and warm
neighborhood ties created strong emotional bonds. Long-term residents desire to
remain and pass these bonds to future generations, while younger residents tend
to be more pragmatic and consider leaving. Migrants face social exclusion, and
women's participation in social and religious activities strengthens their sense of
usefulness.
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Conclusion

Place attachment among women in informal settlements like Mehrabad is a
complex phenomenon rooted in emotional, identity, social, and cultural factors.
Female-oriented spaces and informal support networks play key roles.
Challenges related to migrants' social integration and generational differences
require planners' attention. Recommendations emphasize developing women-
friendly spaces, strengthening social support, and facilitating migrant
integration.
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Table 1. Review of Empirical Studies

Researcher Research Research Sample Main Eindinas
[/ Year Title Approach P g
Most respondents
(76%) had no sense
of belonging to the
neighborhood. More
than half (51%)
158 residents | 00 o and
Sensg of of Herandi intenc? to leave
Barkati & | B€1°N9ING 0 | survey and | neighborhoo Maior factors.
Farhadi the Living | qualitative | d, Tehran 4 .
Environment o reducing belonging
(2018) (60% men, ere entry of social
and 40% Wi yO SOCla
Women's women) deviants, illegal
Wellbeing economy, and neglect
by responsible
organizations to
improve
neighborhood
services.
Comparative 154 women The sense of
Study of from citizenship belonging
Problems of Jafarabad was moderate to low
iy Survey | neighborhoo h
Nagdi & Marginalize q among these groups.
d Women ’ Only about 37% of
Zare for Kermanshah marginalized women
(2011) . and 215 gmna’
Managing had a high sense of
women from
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Researcher Research Research Sample Main Findinas
/ Year Title Approach P g
Social Marginal citizenship
Harms areas of belonging.
Hamadan
Daily Life Lack of stabil_ity and
Challenges 14 women temporary living
of aged 14-60 condltlo_ns caused
Mirhossein | Marginalize residing in lack of neighborhood
ietal. d Women in | Qualitative | prick kiln attachment and
(2020) Tehran: A area, District indifference o
Qualitative 19, Tehran nelghbc_)rhood status,
Study _ espe_(:lally among
interviewed women.
Analysis of
Women's 48% of women had a
Participatory medium to low level
Capacity: A 87 women of sense of place
Necessity Survey | aged30and | attachment, and 52%
Sajadi & for the above had a medium to high
Souri Improvemen level. Lack of sports,
(2012) t of Informal educational,
Settlements recreational, and
(Case Study: cultural facilities in
Abak the area reduces
Neighborhoo sense of place
d, District 1, attachment.
Tehran)
Analysis of
the Effect of 150 people
Rural Shiite fropm 5p 90% of the sample
Tavakoli V\I;%orderl Survey border |I|§ed their place of
. omen's . residence and had no
& Mousavi Place villages desire to migrate
(2009) : grate,
Attachment while 10% showed
on Migration no interest in staying
in Sistan and living in the area.

Region
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Researcher Research Research Sample Main Findinas
/ Year Title Approach P g
The level of place
attachment among
inf | residents in terms of
ntorma emotional
Zan?gieneh Settlement Survey 130 residents |  attachment, spatial
Hosseinap | ©OF East Kal of the dependence, social
. Eidgah, settlement ties. and place
adi (2013) Sab | Ues, plac
abzevar identity was high,
which contrasts the
common perception
of low place
attachment in such
areas.
Study of
Social-
Cu_IturaI 348 Medium
Nagdi et Attitudes marginalized | participation, high
al. (2013) and Survey womenin | cCivic attachment, and
Behaviors of Saadi Town, fatalism
Marginalize Shiraz
d Women
(Case Study:
Saadi Town,
Shiraz)
Examination
and Analysis The average sense of
Né)ighjbr(k))?ﬁoo place attachment
. . differs significantly
Zfz(%%nllgit d I\?v??rflty Survey 4??()‘;?(;%'6 between women and
) . inal men. Men have a
Emphasis on margina higher sense of place
Sense of neighborhoo
- attachment than
Place ds of Ardabil .
women in the 13
Attachment neighborhoods.
’\(éisg'r\]’t'ﬁﬂ:ggg Women's score was
s of Ardabil 3.19 and men's 3.47.

City)
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Researcher Research Research Sample Main Findinas
/ Year Title Approach P g
525
- About one-quarter of
Ma_rglr?allzat household respondents had no
ion: A heads from £ civi
Nagdi & Challenge marginalized SENnse ot civic
. Survey & attachment. The
Sadeghi for Qualitative areas of feeling of
(2006) Sustainable Hamadan, discriminati
Urban plus in-depth iscrimination
Developmen interviews between them and
t(E E ) With mavors citizens in the urban
(Emphasis YOors, system causes the
on Hamadan local
i - spread of a lack of
City) officials, and .
N civic attachment.
marginalized
residents
Functional and
physical attachment
Neighborhoo was weak or absent,
. d and high turnover
Livingston | Attachment |  Survey 633 undermined social
etal. in Deprived individuals | networks, reducing
(2010) Areas: aged 21 and | interaction, trust, and
Evidence older safety. Resident
from mobility and rapid
Northern ethnic composition
England change led to
decreased
attachment.
Attachment to the
Place 532 city was highest.
attachment Social attachment
X household
Ayoola et in poor Survey heads in four was stronger than
al. (2019) residential oor physical attachment
neighbourho poor. among residents.
residential .
ods of neiahborhoo Length of residence
Akure, g q and household size
L S
Nigeria were the strongest

predictors of city
attachment.
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Researcher Research Research Sample Main Findinas
/ Year Title Approach P g
Residents had a
strong sense of
Discussion attachment to their
Dulgeroglu on the o _ neighborhoc_)d and
Vuksel ot | Conceptof Qualitative | 10 semi- cooperated with local
al. (2019) Place _structl_Jred authorities to solve
' Attachment interviews problems. "Place
in Informal attachment" should
Settlements be considered part of
the renewal
processes.
Length of residence
is a strong predictor
of attachment in the
Place three study sites, as
Attachment 45,000 over time individuals
Furtado & | in Self-Built |  Survey households get used to the
Renski Informal ininformal | physical condition of
(2020) HOUSing: Settlements, their homes and
Improving Fortaleza, | pecome more socially
Spa(?es of Brazil engaged7 which
Crime increases attachment.
Physical
characteristics of the
neighborhood also
contribute to place
attachment.
About 63% of people
were attached to their
Place 856 homes. Satisfaction
Attachment households with h(_)using u_nit,
in Urban - supportive services,
é(ljegglzeoo;t Slums of Survey ";Iﬂ:rk]):n security, and Iar_1d
' Nigeria: Ibadan’ tenu_re were main
Evidence Nigeria; predictors of place
from Ibadan attachment.

Improving housing
quality, security, and
access to social
services can enhance
attachment and active
citizenship behaviors.
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Researcher Research Research Sample Main Findings
/ Year Title Approach
Place
Attachment Education,
- and_ 413 occupation, and
Akinjokun | Determinant Survey household | e of work, rather
et al. s of heads in than physical
(2018) Household Ibadan,
Living Nigeria . SF]Eycture, were
Arrangement significant predictors
h of place attachment.
s in Ibadan,
Nigeria
To leave or
not to leave?
An analysis Length of residence,
of individual ) savings,
and Residents of homeownership,
Bandauko | nejghborhoo  three reputation, and
(2022) characteristi neighborhoo | positively influenced
cs shaping ds place attachment;
place even residents of
attachment deprived areas can
in Harare's have high place
selected attachment.
informal
settlements
Residents'
Willingness
to Move Homeownership,
from Slums length of residence,
Malik & | to Rusunawa 92 slum number of friends,
Yoshida in Survey and dwellersin | and participation in
Tangerang, - Jakarta social events
(2020) Qualitative .
Jakarta: suburbs predicted place
Dimensions attachment and
of Place reduced residents'
Attachment willingness to leave
During the neighborhood.
Housing

Relocation
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Researcher Research Research Sl Main Findinas
/ Year Title Approach P g
Physical and
environmental
characteristics of the
Place neighborhood, such
o Attachment 80 low- as gardens,
Afrianti et in the Survey income cleanliness,
al. (2021) | context of residents of environmental
Relocation, Rusunawa maintenance, and
Rusunawa in suburb customary greetings,
Jakarta were important
physical,
environmental, and
social factors that
helped increase place
attachment.
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Table 2. Components of Place Attachment from the Perspective of Scholars

Author / Year Components of Place Attachment
Stedman (2002) Physical contgxt, human actl\{ltlt_es, and social and
psychological processes within that context
Shumaker & Social groups, physical desirability, individual personality,
Tyler (1983) and perceived residential situation
Brocato (2006) Place identity, place depend_ence, emotional attachment, and
social bonds
Cultural and individual characteristics, psychological
Scannell & including aff o havi ial
Gifford (2010) processes including affect, cognition, and behavior, socia
and physical attributes of the place
Raymond et al. | Place identity, place dependence (personal bonds to place),
(2010) nature bonding, and social bonding
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Author / Year Components of Place Attachment
1. Membership: feeling of belonging or sharing personal
relatedness 2. Influence: feeling important and able to make
. a difference in a valued group 3. Integration and fulfillment
McMillan & ,
. of needs: membrrs’ nedds met through group rssourcss 4.
Chavis (1986) . . . A
Shared emotional connection: commitment and belief in
shared history, place, time together, and common
experiences
Six-dimensional structure including four attitudinal
Chen etal. dimensions (place identity, place dependence, emotional
(2014) attachment, social bonding) and two interactional
dimensions (place memory, place anticipation)
Javan & Emotional, physical, and social dimensions
Matlabi (2011) ' '
Rahimi et al. Place identity, place dependence, social bonds, and
(2020) emotional attachment
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Figure 1. Spatial Location of Informal Settlement Zones in Mashhad
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Table 3. Participants' Background Characteristics

No | Interviewee | Education | Age Occupation Marital | Years
Level Status Living
in
Area
1 Zahra Elementary | 55 Homemaker Widow 55
Grade 5
2 Leila Middle 53 Knitting and Widow 37
School Sewing Instructor,
Cooking
3 Zari Middle 49 Homemaker Married 41
School
4 Soghra Incomplete | 38 | Sewing Workshop | Divorced 38
Diploma Worker
5 Maryam Diploma 19 Childcare Nurse Single 19
6 Zaker Diploma 34 Homemaker Married 14
7 Tahereh Diploma 35 Hairdresser Married 35
8 Efat Incomplete | 47 Homemaker Widow 30
Diploma
9 Fatemeh Diploma 35 Homemaker and Married 2.5
Herbal Medicine
Packaging
10 Maheen Diploma 35 Homemaker - Married 6
Former Preschool
Teacher
11 | Masoumeh Middle 41 Homeworker Divorced 8
School
12 Azam Elementary | 28 Seamstress Married 7
Grade 5
13 Tayebeh Diploma 44 | Hotel Homemaker | Married 10
14 Touba Iliterate 58 | Saffron Cleaning Widow 20
Worker
15 Aghdas Middle 39 Clothing Store Married 18
School Saleswoman
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No | Interviewee | Education | Age Occupation Marital | Years

Level Status | Living

in

Area

16 Zinat Student 23 University Single 11

Student

17 Narges Middle 45 Homemaker Married 20
School

18 Halimeh Elementary | 38 Homemaker Married 26
Grade 2

19 Sakineh Elementary | 60 Carpet Weaver Widow 50
Grade 5

20 | Marziyeh Diploma 29 Homemaker Married 15
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Table 4. Coding Process from Open Codes to Core Theme in Place Attachment

among Women of Mehrabad Neighborhood

Main Theme Sub-Theme Sample Open Codes
Childhood memories "That moat was the site of Nosrat
and special places Culture House, we used to wash
oodilss..." (Zhhra)
Memories of the past "l grew up here... even my death will
and longing be here" (Leila)
. Feeling of security and | "The neighborhood gives me peace and
Emotional peace in neighborhood | security” (Sakineh)
Attachment

Acceptance and
support from neighbors

"l was like their own daughter... our
wedding party was held there" (Zari)

Generational
differences in
attachment

"Kids say let's leave, the new
generation has less attachment"
(Sakineh)

Desire to Stay

Decision to remain for
life

"As long as | live, | will stay here and
not leave" (Tahereh)

Family and friendship
attachment

"My brother is here, my friends are
rround..." (Eftt)

Willingness to pass
residence to next
generation

"1 want my children to live here"
(Masoumeh)
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Main Theme Sub-Theme Sample Open Codes
Feeling of rejection by | "The natives do not accppt us..."
natives (Azam)

Economic compulsion | "l always pray to leave this place"
to stay (Marziyeh)

Neighborhood identity | "We are one big family here" (Leila)
and "we-ness" feeling

Pride in neighborhood | "Mehrabad is much better than other
superiority neighborhoods" (Soghra)

Individual and | Absence of collective | "I do not consider myself a Mehrabadi”

Collective identity in migrants (Aghdas)

Identity Dual satisfaction "There are facilities; but we tolerate

despite problems problems due to attachment to the
neighborhood" (Masoumeh)

Definition of "The neighborhood is part of my
individual identity via | identity" (Zahra)
neighborhood
Familiarity and warm "l know all the neighbors" (Zari)
neighborly relations
Practical support and "1 buy bread and get some for
daily help neighbors too" (Tahereh)
Participation in charity | "We prepare charity packages" (Zaker)
Ethnic and religious "I do not associate with Sunnis™
boundary drawing (Fatemeh)

Social Avoidance of other "l do not want a relationship with

Interactions

ethnic groups

Zabis" (Tayebeh)

Ethnic/gender
stereotypes

"Buuthhss are suspiooass..." (Zrri)

Decline in intimacy
compared to the past

"Visits were more frequent before,
now less" (Tahereh)

Longing for happier
past days

"1 wish it goes back to old days; people
used to be enthusiastic” (Leila)

Participation
and Usefulness

Religious and ritual
activities

"l participate in rituals and charity
cooking" (Maheen)

Presence in
neighborhood
traditions

"I take part in rain-request ceremonies”
(Soghra)

Involvement in health
and collective plans

"l collaborated in the Martyr Soleimani
project” (Zaker)

Volunteering and
selfless help

"Most of the time | help in
neighborhood work™ (Azam)

Altruism and
prioritizing group over
individual

"I dddh’t take hte hhrrtty shoss so hley
reach vulnerable children” (Tayebeh)
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Main Theme Sub-Theme Sample Open Codes
Women's participation | "ee n don’t accppt 0o mnn; 0o mnn’s
limitations and men's participation is not established" (Zinat)
resistance
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Individual
and
Collective
Identity

Participation
and
Usefulness

*Social
Interactions

Place
Attachment

Emotions

*Desire to and
Stay Emotional
Attachment
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Figure 2. Place Attachment among Women Residing in the Informal Settlement of
Mehrabad, Mashhad
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