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1. Introduction

Learning a second language for the purpose of acquiring academic content
or studying in a specific field presents new and unique challenges that can
significantly increase its difficulty. The linguistic features that make academic texts
very difficult for students are often related to the values, traditions, and practices of
their respective academic disciplines. However, certain common characteristics can
be found in all academic texts, regardless of the field, and these shared features can
serve as a foundation for constructing academic language.

As Halliday (1978: 87) states “linguistic varieties are distinguished
according to usage”. There are different linguistic varieties in different places and
times. Students can become disadvantaged by invisible standards in their
educational environments when teachers, universities, and tests evaluate them based
on criteria that have not been explicitly taught.

Therefore, in the present study, we aimed to review books written for
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teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers from the perspective of scholars and
experts in this field. This raises questions about the characteristics of Persian
language textbooks designed to prepare learners for studying in specific academic
fields. One of the key questions we face is the extent to which Persian language
textbooks for non-Persian speakers have been successful in analyzing the structure
of the Persian language and incorporating their findings into exercises.

In this research, three Persian language textbooks were selected and
evaluated based on Zwiers’s criteria and sub-criteria, with each book assigned a
score according to its relative weight. According to the results analyzed using Expert
Choice statistical software, the book Farsi Biamouzim 1 adhered to the selected

criteria more closely than the other books reviewed.

2. Methodology

A researcher-developed questionnaire was employed to identify the key
characteristics and priorities of academic language domains. This instrument was
designed to examine the structure of academic language across multiple dimensions
and to assess its effectiveness from the perspective of field experts.

The questionnaire targeted various domains, including academic
vocabulary, grammar, reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Based on the
responses and the calculated importance coefficients for each domain, the collected
data were analyzed using the hierarchical AHP method. These results were then
used to evaluate Persian language teaching materials for non-Persian speakers
against the identified criteria. Of the 25 distributed questionnaires, 22 were returned.
Three were excluded due to substantial inconsistencies, and the remaining 19 were

included in the final analysis.

3. Results and Discussion

The questionnaire results were entered into the AHP software. Although
Farsi Biamouzim outperformed the other two books in most areas, the other books
also showed considerable strengths in some areas; notably, the Samareh book was
particularly strong in exercises related to listening.

Regarding the reading criteria, Farsi Biamouzim 1 achieved the highest
weight (0/466), followed by Dehkhoda books ( 0/349) and Samareh (0/185). In
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terms of writing quality, the Dehkhoda books ranked highest (0/389), followed by
Farsi Biamouzim 1 (0/362) and Samareh (0/249). For speaking and listening, Farsi
Biamouzim 1 again ranked first (0/369), followed by the Dehkhoda books (0/356)
and Samareh ( 0/275).

According to the results, Farsi Biamouzim 1 aligned more closely with the
academic criteria and sub-criteria proposed by Zwiers than the other Persian

language teaching textbooks, making it superior to the other books examined.

4. Conclusion

According to the results, distinguishing academic language education from
other language fields is essential for preparing learners to study in specific
disciplines. Academic language instruction should include specialized educational
content that not only teaches the language itself but also addresses the challenges
language learners face in academic environments. Such instruction increases their
ability to successfully complete their studies, and equips them with tools that
facilitate learning.

Keywords: criteria, sub-criteria, academic listening, academic reading, academic
speaking, academic writing
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