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1. Introduction

In order to grasp this study’s main concern, we should note that Abt’l-Fazl
Bayhagi’s Tarikh-i Bayhagi and Ata-Malek Juwayni’s Tarikh-i Jahangusha share
striking similarities yet also differ noticeably. Both aim to document the history of
their respective eras, placing them within the Persian historiographical tradition. At
the same time, one reflects the transitional (beynabeyn) prose style, whereas the
other is written in a technical (fanni) style. Recognizing these overlapping and
diverging traits, we employ Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) to
clarify these distinctions.

We chose Halliday’s approach primarily for its foundational principles.
Michael Halliday views linguistic form as driven by its function, itself shaped by the
speaker’s or writer’s intended (or unintended) meaning and the situational context.

These functions, understood as different realizations of meaning, operate across
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three “metafunctions.” Our study concentrates on the experiential metafunction,
which deals specifically with how individuals perceive external realities and internal
experiences, and also establishes transitivity within a text.

Accordingly, the central question is how effectively Halliday’s experiential
metafunction captures the texts’ potential similarities. A related question asks how it
explains their stylistic differences.

Given this methodology, it is relevant to consider how earlier scholarship
has adopted Halliday’s framework. Although researchers have applied it to Persian
prose and poetry, no study has yet provided a stylistic analysis of these two works
using this approach. Existing research on Tarikh-i Bayhagqi, for instance by
Dehghani (2021) and Seyed Ghasem (2019), explores historical, literary, social, and
syntactic dimensions; meanwhile, a 2007 article by Mehraki & Abbasi examines
Tarikh-i Jahangusha through Jakobson’s communication model and functional
linguistics. However, no detailed analysis of either text has used Halliday’s

framework to date.

2. Methodology

Systemic Functional Linguists highlight the functional aspect of language,
as implied by the term “functional.” Halliday argues that several dimensions—
Structure, System, Stratification, Instantiation, and Metafunction—form “a system
of systems.” As he writes, “any set of alternatives, together with its condition of
entry, constitutes a system in this technical sense” (Halliday, 2014: 22).
Metafunction, encompassing ideational (experiential and logical), interpersonal, and
textual components, is key to distinguishing this theory from formal linguistics.

In SFL, language is multilayered, and “meaning” emerges from how
speakers conceptualize a context, then employ various linguistic systems. Webster
(2019: 37) argues, “what enables the meaning-making potential in language is the
lexicogrammar.” Moreover, the clause is crucial: “the clause is the central
processing unit in the lexicogrammar — in the specific sense that it is in the clause
that meanings of different kinds are mapped into an integrated grammatical
structure” (Halliday, 2014: 10). Halliday’s clause-level systems—transitivity, mood,
and theme—align with the ideational, interpersonal, and textual metafunctions,

respectively, shaping how language realizes meaning.
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As a subset of the ideational metafunction, the experiential metafunction
conveys both external and internal experiences. Berry (2019: 93) calls it “the
function of language to represent our experience of the world” and our reactions to
it, while Webster (2019: 38) refers to it as “the construing experience function.”
Whenever we describe our encounters with the outside world or reflect on internal
states, we draw on this metafunction. Halliday (2014: 213) notes that these
experiences are “organized into a manageable set of process types”—each providing
a framework for articulating a domain of experience. Below is an overview of each
type:
1. Material Process
2. Mental Process
3. Relational Process
4. Behavioral Process
5. Verbal Process

6. Existential Process

In addition to processes and participants, which are the obligatory
components of the clause, there are optional linguistic elements whose presence,
while not required, is semantically salient—and thus influential in the transitivity
system. Halliday labels these circumstantial elements and classifies them into nine
types:

1. Extent
Location
Manner
Cause
Contingency
Accompaniment
Role
Matter

© o N o g k~ w D

Angle

3. Results and Discussion
Both Tarikh-i Bayhaqi and Tarikh-i Jahangusha rely heavily on material

processes, though to different degrees. As shown in Table 1, these processes remain



An analysis of stylistic similarities and differences between ... / Eshaghian & ... / 222

the most dominant in both works, helping each author record observed events and
experiences in a concrete manner. They each also feature relatively high frequencies
of relational processes, indicating their shared emphasis on exploring how
phenomena exist and relate to one another. Meanwhile, existential processes remain
minimal, likely reflecting the genre’s focus on tangible historical accounts.

In Tarikh-i Bayhaqi , the notable presence of verbal processes suggests an
interest in documenting sources through direct speech, while Tarikh-i Jahangusha
includes fewer such instances, indicating a distinct narrative approach. Another
stylistic difference emerges in the diverse ways each text employs relational
processes. Bayhagi experiments with more varied subtypes, while Juwayni narrows
his usage to only a few categories.

Table 2 summarizes the distribution of circumstantial elements in each
work, highlighting the more frequent inclusion of location and causal details in
Tarikh-i Jahangusha. This pattern is consistent with its technical prose style,
characterized by longer sentences and occasional complexity. By contrast, Tarikh-i
Bayhagqi ’s distinctly transitional style appears to favor a more focused narrative that
infuses historical reporting with elements of storytelling.

Table 1.
The Frequency of Process Types in Tarikh-i Bayhaqi and Tarikh-i Jahangusha
Tarikh-i Bayhaqi Tarikh-i Jahangusha
Process Type
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
Material

243 48.12% 286 56.63%

Processes

Relationl
91 18.02% 97 19.21%

Processes

Verbal

79 15.64% 40 7.92%

Processes

Mental

75 14.85% 68 13.47%

Processes

Behavioral
10 1.98% 5 0.99%

Processes

Existential
7 1.39% 9 1.78%

Processes

Total 505 100% 505 100%
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Table 2.
The Frequency of Circumstantial Elements in Tarikh-i Bayhagi and Tarikh-i Jahangusha
The Type of Tarikh-i Bayhaqi Tarikh-i Jahangusha
Circumstantial
Element Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
Location 83 41.79% 157 49.22%
Manner 44 20.90% 45 14.11%
Cause 30 14.93% 57 17.87%
Extent 16 7.96% 25 7.84%
Accompaniment 14 6.47% 12 3.76%
Matter 11 5.47% 12 3.76%
Angle 3 1.49% 4 1.25%
Contingency 2 1.00% 6 1.88%
Role 0 0.00% 1 0.31%
Total 203 100% 319 100%
4. Conclusion

Both works share similar patterns in their core processes—most notably the
dominance of material and relational types—reflecting a unified register tied to their
commonplace in the Persian historiographical tradition. However, Tarikh-i Bayhagqi
stands out for its higher use of verbal processes, while Tarikh-i Jahangusha includes
significantly more circumstantial elements, such as those marking location and
cause, likely due to its “technical prose” style with long, complex sentences. In sum,
although the two texts broadly align in their experiential processes, they diverge in
how they employ circumstantial elements, offering insight into each author’s

stylistic choices and the conventions of their era.

Keywords: Tarikh-i Bayhaqi, Tarikh-i Jahangushay-i Juwayni, systemic functional
grammar, Michael Halliday, ideational metafunction, historical stylistics,

historiography.
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