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1. Introduction

Phonetic symbolism is a semiotic study of linguistic and literary texts that
explores the relationship between phonetic signs and the meanings they evoke.
While Saussure's concept of the conventional relationship between signifier and
signified remains relevant, research has shown that factors like auditory and visual
elements, proximity, and specific sound sequences also influence semantic
evocation. In literary texts, these factors are crucial for creating imagery and
conveying meaning to readers. Hinton and colleagues (1994) categorized phonetic
symbolism into four types: Corporeal, imitative, synesthetic, and conventional,
based on the level of evocation. This study examines the poetry of Mehdi Akhavan-
Sales (M. Omid) through the lens of Hinton 's framework, expanding the definition
of phonetic symbolism to include any co-occurrence or proximity of phonetic signs
that surpasses the direct signifier-signified relationship. The characteristics of

phonetic symbolism have been classified into four types: concrete, imitative,
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synesthetic, and conventional, as outlined in recent research by Hinton and
colleagues (1994).

2. Methodology

The aim of this research is to analyze the symbols in Mehdi Akhavan-Sales'
poems to identify aesthetic elements that can guide the analysis of contemporary
Iranian poetry. Key questions we seek to answer include:

1. Which type of sound symbolism did Mehdi Akhavan-Sales utilize more
in his poetry?

2. Is sound symbolism a notable and prominent stylistic feature in the
poetry of Mehdi Akhavan-Sales?

3. What role do the evocative elements in the poems of Mehdi Akhavan-
Sales play in creating interaction between the reader and the text?

In this study, poems from three collections, "Zemestan" (1956), "Akhar
Shahnameh" (1959), and "Az In Oosta" (1965) were examined. Elements that were
indicative of evocative and imagery-rich language were extracted and analyzed. The
frequency of these elements was evaluated from a stylistic perspective, and their
connotations and meanings were assessed in terms of their emotional impact and the
transmission of the poem's message. Concrete and abstract symbols, both verbal and
composite, were classified and analyzed based on the Hinton continuum. While our
main focus was on the aforementioned books, three other books by Mehdi Akhavan-
Sales were also considered to enhance and complement the discussion: "Dar Hayat
Koochak Paeez" (1976), "Zendegi Migoyad Ama...." (1978), and "Doozakh Ama
Sard" (1978).

3. Discussion and Analysis

Various definitions of human language have been presented by linguists
such as Saussure, Bloomfield, and Martiteh, all of which emphasize that language is
a system of phonetic signs used for communication. VVowels play a crucial role in
this system, serving as the building blocks of words and conveying emotional values
through pronunciation. In addition to facilitating communication, language is also

used for self-expression and personal reflection. In literature, poets and writers often
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utilize phonetic symbolism to enhance the aesthetic quality of their work and convey
their thoughts more vividly. Through techniques such as repetition, rhyme, and
meter, they create a musicality in their language that adds depth and beauty to their
writing. This use of phonetic imagery has been a common practice in poetry
throughout history, with poets like Rumi employing it in their works to evoke
specific emotions and meanings.

Literary critics have recognized the evocative power of vowels and sounds
in poetry, describing them as having musical connotations that contribute to the
overall effect of the text. In Persian poetry, certain vowels are associated with
specific meanings, and poets often use phonetic symbolism to convey their beliefs
and ideas in a unique and impactful way. This approach has led to the development
of new literary styles and genres, with poets like Nima and Akhavan-Sales
pioneering the use of phonetic features in their work. In Persian poetry, certain
vowels carry specific meanings and evoke particular emotions for the listener.
Contemporary Iranian poets often utilize phonetic symbolism to convey their beliefs
and thoughts. This technique has led to the creation of new literary styles and
genres. Poets like Nima and Akhavan-Sales have prominently used phonetic features
in their work. The poets of the seventies emphasized the sensory use of physical
sound tools in poetry. Additionally, in the Persian language, certain phrases and
word combinations are linked to phonetic symbolism, such as "a" for emphasis, "o0"

for significance, and "ke" for diminution.

4. Results

Akhavan's poetry is characterized by a high frequency of phonetic
symbolism elements, a unique feature that sets him apart from other Nimaic poets.
His use of evocative and imagery elements can be classified into Corporeal (120
cases), imitative (40 cases), synesthetic (21 cases), and conventional (2 cases)
symbols. This aspect of his style has not been previously explored, but it plays a
significant role in enhancing the epic tone and narrative nature of his poetry.
Akhavan explores themes of none and never in his poetry, creating a dialogue with
the reader through evocative imagery. His use of phonetic elements, vocatives, and

address words influences the reader's performance of the poem, transforming it into
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a dynamic experience. By incorporating archaic, colloquial, and common language
elements, Akhavan's poetry showcases his mastery of word formation. The poet's
intentional use of consonants and vowels evokes a range of emotions, enhancing the
intimacy and empathy in his work. Through linguistic nuances and emotive

language, Akhavan's poetry conveys implicit emotions and concepts to the reader.
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