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1. Introduction

Sociolinguistics is a field in which the social aspects of language are
studied. Different social matters are reflected in cinema and since gender is a social
matter and also a controversial issue, it is one of the main focuses of
sociolinguistics. Javrie (1998) believes that to understand social concerns, there is
no better way than analyzing the cinematic contents of a country. Therefore, this
article aims to study aspects of gendered language in the films of four famous
Iranian directors based on Van Leeuween’s (2008) network of social actors, and to

shed light on gender-based language as represented in contemporary Iranian cinema.

2. Materials and Method
The materials of this research are 32 films directed by four aspiring

directors in Iranian cinema, namely Mehrju’i, Banietemad, Kimiya’i, and Milani.
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This study focuses on four types of representations: women’s representation of
female and male gender, and also men’s representation of female and male gender.
To collect the data, all 32 films were watched carefully, and the data obtained were
categorized under six representation tools introduced by Van Leeuween (2008),
including appraisement (positive and negative), activation, passivation,
impersonalization, and physical identification.

3. Results and Discussion

In table 1, the number of representation tools used by characters in
Mehrju’i’s film is shown. In all the tables, “TOR” stands for “type of
representation,” “NA” stands for “Negative appraisement,” “PA” refers to “Positive
appraisement,” “PI” refers to *“Physical identification,” “ID” represents
“Indetermination,” and “Act.,” “Pass.,” and “Imp.” are the short forms of

“Activation,” “Passivation,” and “Impersonalization,” respectively.

Table 1.
Representation tools in Mehrju’i’s films

Tool NA PA Imp. Act. Pass. Pl ID

TOR

Male gender by women 78 12 6 9 - 8 -
Female gender by women 80 13 1 6 14 6 1
Female gender by men 74 15 6 3 2 3 -
Male gender by men 56 5 5 6 2 - -
Total 288 45 18 24 18 12 1

Data derived from Mehrju’i’s films show that male characters describe the
female gender more negatively than the male gender. Compared to male characters,
female characters demonstrate both the male and female gender more positively.
Regarding the impersonalization tool, men drew a darker picture of the male gender.
In general, women show the male gender as active and the female gender as passive.
Both male and female characters represent the female gender using the PI tool,
addressing appearance such as prettiness, fitness, etc., but the male gender is
represented in terms of physical power by female characters. In the following table,
the number of representation tools used by characters in Banietemad’s film is

demonstrated.
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Table 2.
Representation tools in Banietemad’s films

Tool NA PA Imp. Act. Pass. Pl
TOR
Male gender by women 71 12 4 2 3 11
Female gender by women 67 10 8 12 8 6
Female gender by men 53 6 4 - 5 2
Male gender by men 40 6 6 7 - -
Total 231 34 22 20 16 19

In Banietemad’s films, female characters, compared to male characters,
picture both the male and female gender more negatively by using the NA tool.
Regarding Imp. tool, men describe the male gender and women describe the female
gender more negatively in their language. Female characters show the female and
male gender as active and neutral, respectively. However, male characters show the
male and female gender as active and passive, respectively. Women use the PI tool
most to represent the male gender, and in most of the dialogues they refer to
physical features such as fitness, handsomeness, etc. The female gender is also
objectified similarly by men and women. In Table 3, data derived from Kimiya’i’s

films are shown.

Table 3.
Representation tools in Kimiya’i’s films

Tool NA PA Imp. Act. Pass. Pl

TOR

Male gender by women 63 17 5 - 2 5
Female gender by women 40 6 4 4 6 -
Female gender by men 42 17 7 1 3 2
Male gender by men 98 6 4 3 1 2
Total 243 100 40 8 12 9

In Kimiya’i’s films, the male gender compared to the female gender is
represented with the NA tool more by both male and female characters. Therefore,

men and women draw a more positive picture of the female gender. Regarding the
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Pl Act. and Pass. tools, women show both the male and female gender as passive
equally, but men represent the male gender as more active than the female gender. In
table 4, the data derived from Milani’s films are presented.

Table 4.

Representation tools in Milani’s films

Tool NA PA Imp. Act. Pass. Pl

TOR

Male gender by women 63 17 5 - 2 5
Female gender by women 40 6 4 4 6 -
Female gender by men 42 17 7 1 3 2
Male gender by men 98 6 4 3 1 2
Total 243 100 40 8 12 9

In Milani’s films, the male gender is represented more negatively by
women and men give a darker picture of the female gender regarding the NA and
PA tools. The data in table 4 illustrate that both men and women present the female
gender negatively regarding the Imp. tool. Male characters demonstrate the male
gender and female characters show the female gender as active. Men used the IP tool
to represent the female gender the most, highlighting physical features such as
fitness, prettiness, etc. In general, all the characters use this tool similarly to
objectify both genders.

4. Conclusion

Studying cinematographic works based on Van Leeuwen's model can
provide linguists, critics, and sociologists with detailed insights into the relationships
between characters, making it easier to recognize the precise social layers of
cinematic works. This recognition can lead to a more correct understanding of

language and its capabilities, as well as of society.

Keywords: gender; gender-based language; representation; sociolinguistics; Van

Leeuwen
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